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NEWS OF SIMON WIESENTHAUS 
death at the age of 96 reached us just as 
we were finishing this months magazine. 
The man who became famous as the worlds 
pre-eminent Nazi-hunter helped bring many 
war criminals to justice and his passing marks 
the end of an era. Wiesenthal was the most 
prominent of those who kept the flame of 
justice alive through the long Cold War when 
most wished to turn their attention away 
from Nazism to fight new political battles. 

The legacy that Wiesenthal said he 
wanted to leave, and has left, is that potential 
future perpetrators know that there is no 
time limit for bringing to account those who 
carry out acts of genocide, no matter where 
they have committed their crimes and 
against which people. A Holocaust survivor 
who lost dozens of members of his own 
family, Wiesenthal sought justice for all 
those murdered by the Nazis and embodied 
the anti-fascist call that the world should 
“Never Forget”. 

And “Never Forget” means not only 
remembering the Holocaust but the victims 
of all crimes committed against humanity. 
October is Black History month and this 
issue of the magazine includes an article 
marking the 70th anniversary of the often 
forgotten Italian fascist invasion of Ethiopia, 
then known as Abyssinia. In a precursor of 
what the fascists had in store for Europe, they 
attacked without provocation, used poison 
gas on the civilian population and carried out 
numerous war crimes. No doubt there will be 
many articles about the Spanish Civil War 
next year to commemorate 1936, but how 
many people choose to recall what happened 
in Ethiopia and the brave resistance of the 
Patriots there? 

The scenes from Hurricane Katrina 
shocked the world not only for the 
devastation that it caused but for the way that 
the hurricane exposed to the entire world the 
fact that racism and poverty go hand in hand 
in the wealthiest and most powerful country 
on the planet. Decades may have passed since 
the South was officially desegregated, after 
hard won civil rights battles, but it remains a 
place where most white people are privileged. 
As usual racists have been quick to capitalise 
on the disaster portraying the desperate 
situation of those caught in the tragedy as 
something of their own doing. For the racists 
it seems that every human tragedy is an 
opportunity to peddle their ideas. 
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International 


Hurricane 


Katrina 


By Leonard 
Zeskind for 
IREHRand 
Antifa-Net 


The storm 

thatfollowed 

the storm 



U ntold numbers died from 
rains, winds and floods. 
More uncounted were killed 
by dehydration, starvation and 
neglect. Hospitals operated without 
electricity, water or food for the staff and 
patients. Homes turned to rubble and 
coastlines were erased. The supposed 
sanctuary from the storm became a 
prison where the newly dead were left 
on the ground, or rolled over into a 
corner in a wheel chair. Roads, bridges 
and rail lines buckled, destroying 
the basic transportation infrastructure. 
All communications systems went down 
except word of mouth — and even those 
avenues were interrupted by race and 
contempt for the poor. The list of 
disasters within the disaster known as 
Hurricane Katrina could fill the entirety 
of this issue of Searchlight, and still it 
would not reach all of its economic, 
ecological and human costs. 

The storm also stripped away the lies 
covering the cement-hardened baseline 
of poverty, economic injustice and white 
privilege underneath the surface glitter 
of American life. And unlike the 11 
September attacks four years ago, a divide 
wider than the Mississippi River flood 
plain re-emerged between population 
groups as they responded to the disaster. 
A recent Pew Center survey of public 
opinion showed that 71% of black people 
believed that the government’s response 
illustrated the fact that racial inequality 
was still a problem in the United States; 
while 56% of whites said that it was not 
one of the important lessons of the 
disaster. Further, 85% of black people 
thought President Bush could have done 




more to get faster relief into the region, 
while 63% of whites said the same thing. 
Despite these and other differences, 
however, an overwhelming majority of 
Americans faulted the federal response. 

After the attack on the World Trade 
Centre, the country pulled together. 
Policemen long feared in New Yorks 
black communities were welcomed as 
heroes, partisan bickering dissolved into a 
mass of undifferentiated American 
patriotism, and President Bush enjoyed 
record high levels of support across 
population groups - even as he embarked 
on a new foreign policy of unilateralism 
and war-without-end. In this instance, 
however, Bush’s overall job approval 
ratings, already sinking as more and more 
Americans become disenchanted with 
the Iraq War, fell even further - creating 
a mini-crisis in his presidency. 

The political storm following 
Hurricane Katrina might be more 
usefully compared not to 9/11 but to 
the awakening after the 1965 Watts 
Riots, a six-day rebellion in Los Angeles 
against police brutality, racist dis¬ 
crimination and economic injustice. 
Now as then, poverty and racism became 
a public issue to be reckoned with. 
Pictures of black people left to die of 
starvation and disease have rekindled 
awareness that the supposedly colour¬ 
blind mechanisms of the market place 
have failed even more dangerously than 
the water pumps guarding the levees. 

While Hurricane Katrina demolished 
large sections of the Gulf Coast 
and people died unnecessarily in 
Alabama and Mississippi, New Orleans 
is at the centre of the political storm. 


Its population before the hurricane was 
about 70% black people, and the 
suburban communities which surround 
the city were largely white. In 1990 and 
1991, these counties and others were 
David Duke territory, when the former 
Klansman won over 50% of the white 
vote statewide - 600,000 plus - in races 
for the US Senate and Governor. It was 
the black vote, largely centred in New 
Orleans, that defeated Duke. 

At the time the hurricane hit on 29 
August, Duke was speaking at a Nordic 
Festival in Sweden. Nevertheless, he took 
time to attack the black victims of the 
storm, commenting first on their effort to 
secure food and water, which he likened 
to an “African tribal uprising”. According 
to Duke, “the New Orleans looting, 
robbery, murder and mayhem is not 
about food and water. There are many 
distribution points. Absolutely no one is 
starving. No one is dying of thirst, save 
perhaps for a few hopelessly trapped in 
their attics from the risen waters. No this 
mayhem is about the morals in a man, 
not the amount of food in his stomach.” 

As time and events would prove, 
Duke could not have been more wrong. 
But his analysis of the so-called looting 
was shared by others, including a 
black preacher speaking on a show 
produced by the Rev Pat Robertson, a 
figurehead among Christian nationalists. 
“We need to consider the culture of those 
people still stranded in New Orleans. 
The looting of property, the trashing of 
property, et cetera, speaks to the basic 
character of the people.” On this issue 
also, poll data points at a racial divide: 
44% of black people regarded the looters 
as “ordinary people who were desperate”, 
while 61% of white people thought 
they were “criminals taking advantage”. 
The poll also uncovered a difference in 
perspective between those who watched 
CNN for their television news and 
those who watched Rupert Murdochs 
Fox News. The former were more 
sympathetic to the “looters” and more apt 
to criticise the government’s handling of 
the crisis, while Fox News viewers were 
more critical of the “looters” and more 
supportive of the President. 

Mainstream conservative outlets such 
as the magazine National Review joined 
the chorus criticising the storms victims, 
as did a host of less reputable websites. 
One typical posting ranted about the 
“nanny state/welfare mentality” and 
added: “The people of the coast were 
warned, told to leave, and chose to stick it 
out...” As if everybody had a rich cousin 
with an extra bedroom, an SUV to load 
the kids in and enough money to buy gas 
and drive someplace else. In fact, 
according to the 1990 census, 27% of 
New Orleans households did not own a 
car or other means of transport. Further, 


38% of the population lives in poverty, 
meaning that if they did have a car they 
most likely did not have the resources to 
get out of the city and pay for food and 
overnight lodging. 

But raw facts never got in the way of 
ideological bigots before. Why should 
they do so now just because hundreds 
and perhaps thousands died as a result of 
government malfeasance? 

Now the slanderers of the poor 
are trying to cash in on other peoples’ 
misery. Robertson’s television programme 
concluded with a plea for money, 
according to an article by reporter Max 
Blumenthal. “What can people do today? 
If you were asking for help today, what’s 
the number-one need?” The answer was 
obvious before the Christian right people 
asked it: “It’s cash. Cash is what we need 
more than anything,” To make matters 
worse, white supremacists and other 
scam artists have set up websites 
soliciting cash for hurricane victims, with 
plans only to line their own pockets. 

In the storm’s aftermath, a national 
discussion is beginning about how, and 
whether, to rebuild New Orleans and the 
Gulf Coast. A danger exists that black 
people will not be resettled back into 
their homes as the region recovers, 
according to Lance Hill, a resident of the 
city who stayed at home throughout the 
flood and its aftermath. Hill also directed 
the political action committee at the 
centre of the anti-Duke effort and is 
today leading an anti-racist institute 
associated with Tulane University. 
In a telephone interview with Searchlight , 
Hill described police auxiliaries of gun- 
happy suburbanites, glad to push black 
people out of town. “Those remaining are 
living like fugitives in their own homes,” 
he said. The situation is compounded, 
according to Hill, because the black 
intelligentsia which gave voice and 
cohesion to their community is “in 
Diaspora”. And he provided compelling 
anecdotal evidence that the situation is 
not likely to reverse itself soon. 

As if to confirm Hill’s prediction, a 
recent poll showed that 41% of the public 
- with a larger number of Republicans 
than Democrats - think that rebuilding 
New Orleans in its present location is too 
risky. While not currently a majority 
opinion and not yet federal policy, if 
followed, not rebuilding would mean the 
effective end of a black population centre. 

There are of course, one or two build¬ 
ings that Searchlight readers might prefer 
not to be rehabilitated. David Duke 
reported that a tree fell into his house 
during the storm, and that his office in 
the Mandeville area was completely 
flooded, and his papers and records 
ruined. He’ll be sending out fundraising 
appeals before the postal service gets back 
in business. 
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Feature 


BNP in wake 
of bombings 


The British National Party 
has announced its 
intention to make the 
threat of Islam, more 
specifically the London 
bombings, the 
centrepiece of its 2006 
local election campaign. 
In doing so it will seek to 
whip up racial and 
religious tensions 
wherever it can. 

Nick Lowles reports. 


W ithin hours of the bombs 
exploding on 7 July, a 
BNP video team and 
photographers were on the 
streets of London collecting images 
that many people will see as we 
approach next Mays local elections. 

A crude BNP leaflet about the 
bombings has already appeared 
around the country but we can expect 
much more. 

The latest issue of Voice of Freedom , 
the party’s newspaper, carries a front¬ 
page advertisement about the elections 
with the title: “Make Thursday May 4th 
2006 Referendum Day - The chance to 
voice your concern over the growth of 
Islam in Britain.” 

The BNP’s website is full of the usual 
tirade against Islam; its magazine, 
Identity, is similarly outrageous. 

Writing in August’s Identity , Nick 
Griffin, the party leader, claimed British 
society was changed forever by the 
bombings and that the impact 
on political life “is likely to be 
even greater than that of the 
destruction of the Twin Towers 
on the United States”. 

His logic is that home¬ 
grown terrorists and the 
Muslim religion pose a 
greater internal threat to the 
fabric of British society than 
the external threat posed to a 
largely Christian society in 
the US. “And,” adds Griffin, 
“the initial outrage has 
already turned out not to be 
a one-off, but part of a 
campaign which - despite 
the fact that there will surely 
be lulls - there is no end 
in sight.” 

The BNP view is simple. 
The bombings were the real 
face of Islam rather than 
the dangerous fanatical 
fringe that all religions 
suffer. 

The BNP also seeks to 
link to the bombings 


everyday issues in areas with 
established Muslim communities. 
Young ordinary Muslims are portrayed 
as just being one step away from 
terrorism, as an article on the BNP 
website explains. “Listen to almost any 
of the Muslim teenagers who have just 
broken up from school and you’ll hear 
views along the following lines: ‘We’ve 
got to get ready for the police/ 
BNP/army. If they come in here to 
attack our homes and our mosques 
we must fight back. We’ve got to 
organise before it’s too late. This is our 
own Intifada against the Crusader 
oppressors. Let’s show them that we 
can fight as well as the Palestinians do 
against the Jews.’” 

Quite who the BNP is quoting and 
where is not revealed probably because 
the writer just made it up to suit their 
warped agenda. 

This view was echoed in another 
article also posted on the BNP website: 
“‘It’s only a tiny minority’ is one of the 
phrases we’re going to hear repeated 
over and over again in the days ahead as 
the liberal elite try to pretend that 
home-grown suicide bombers don’t put 
the last nail in the coffin of their 
multiculti fantasy. 

“The trouble is that while this might 
appear believable in Islington or in a 
weekend cottage in Somerset, real life 
on the streets of places like Dewsbury, 
Bradford, Rochdale, Tipton, Luton 
and London tends to put things in a 
different light. 

“More than a tiny minority of young 
British Muslims delight in swapping 
al-Qaida snuff videos showing Western 
hostages having their throats slit on 
their mobile phones; 

“More than a tiny minority of young 
British Muslims dominate a huge 
proportion of urban martial arts clubs; 

“More than a tiny minority of young 
British Muslims stare aggressively 
at perfectly harmless whites who 
drive through ‘their areas,’ and stone 
fire engines and other symbols of 
authority ...” 


BNP paper stirs up 
racism in desperate 
bid for votes 
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The death of multiculturalism 

The BNP has heralded the bombings as 
the final nail in the coffin of 
multiculturalism, which of course 
brings it great joy. The liberal myth that 
people of different races and religions 
can live together peacefully has been 
exposed as nonsense by the bombings 
claims the BNP. With that now a fact, 
it argues, its politics are no longer 
extreme but just plain sensible. 

The consequence of not reversing 
current political practice is, according to 
a wishful BNP, more riots, more white 
deaths and more Islamic bombings. 
The BNP conveniently overlooks 
the non-discriminatory nature of the 
London bombs, both of their targets 
and of their victims. The BNP refers 
only to white victims of racist attacks. 

In the immediate aftermath of the 
bombings every BNP branch was 
instructed to deliver thousands of leaflets 
in its locality. Some did but many 
branches still have them stacked on their 
shelves or propping up their beds. 


The BNP's crude 
Islamophobia 

This suggestion for tackling 
Islamic terrorism comes from 
Lee Barnes, the head of the 
BNP's legal department: 

1) When a suicide bomber blows 
himself up in Britain then the British 
State must place their remains in a pig 
skin and cremate them. 

The motivation for suicide bombings 
is to get to heaven and be adored by 
72 virgins, if the terrorist knows he will 
stuffed into a pig skin after his death 
which will ensure he goes straight to 
hell for eternity this removes the 
theological motivation and succour 
for such a crime. 

2) When a foreign terrorist is caught 
in Britain then they must be executed 
and their remains fed to pigs. 

This will remove the motivation for 
them entering the country. A video of 
the cadaver being fed to the pigs 
, should also be sent to Al Jazeera and 
broadcast to the masses as a warning 
to other terrorists. 

3) When a foreign terrorist group 
commits an atrocity in Britain then 
their identities and home locations in 
their own countries must be 
ascertained and a storm of cruise 
missiles rained down on their 
towns as a lesson to all future 
terrorists not to undertake such 
actions in Britain again. 


Not every branch was happy 
with the leaders’ orders, especially 
when they had to pay for them. 
Burnley was just one branch that 
resented being forced to hand out 
and finance the national leaflets at 
the expense of its own local material. 

Target seat strategy 

The BNP’s target seat strategy is 
designed to focus its campaign in a 
few key council wards that the party 
believes it can win. It is a strategy that 
the party employed during the recent 
general election and contrasts with 
its fight everywhere strategy of 2004 
when even the BNP concedes it 
underperformed as a consequence. 

In 2004 the BNP fielded a total of 
313 local council candidates. Next year 
it looks forward 600. The party claims 
that as many as 1,000 could stand 
but this would overstretch the party 
and reduce its ability to win votes in the 
key wards. 

Over 150 of these candidates 
will stand in the Yorkshire &c the 
Humber region. The West Midlands 
will also see a big increase compared 
to previous years. 

The all-out London elections will be 
the first time the BNP has contested 
seats in the capital since its local 
government breakthrough in 2002, 
though continuing poor organisation 
and a lack of activists will again limit 
the number of candidates that stand. 

This time the BNP is playing down 
its chances, again because of inflated 
predictions in the past which when not 
fulfilled have demoralised some 
activists. The BNP’s 2006 target is to 
double its present number of 
councillors. Five are up for re-election 
in 2006, so the party would have to 
retain these seats and win 21 more. 

Even in this increasingly favourable 
climate this is a tall order largely 
because despite the BNP’s improving 
strategy the quality of its forces on the 
ground remains poor. The 2005 general 
election was supposed to be a stepping 
stone for next year’s local polls but very 
few branches did any canvassing or 
other Voter ID work in their target 
ward. This was even the case in their 
regional target constituency. 

The BNP has admitted that to 
win the required 26 council wards it 
needs to begin work now on localised 
campaigning, but there is very little 
sign that anything is really happening, 
and even where there is activity 
branches are being forced to hand out 
national leaflets. 

In addition, the opposition to the 
BNP is improving with every election, a 
point Griffin was forced to concede in 
last month’s Identity . Not only is 
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Searchlight linking up with localised 
anti-BNP groups to run ever more 
sophisticated campaigns, so are the 
democratic political parties. This looks 
set to continue in 2006. 


Turning the race card on its head 

Will the BNP’s anti-Islam strategy 
work? Early indications suggest no. 
An attempt to exploit the London 
bombings in a council by-election in 
Becontree backfired spectacularly. 

However, it is clear that as time passes 
the mood of unity and togetherness will 
diminish. It is also clear that outside 
London this unity is not as strong and 
perhaps overplayed by the media. 
The reality is that for many people, 
especially in areas of existing tensions 
between communities, the bombings 
simply reinforced stereotypes. 

This will undoubtedly be the case 
in West Yorkshire. Not only are 
the divisions deepest and the BNP 
organisationally strongest, but this is 
also where three of the four 7 July 
bombers came from. 

Come next spring the BNP message 
might well strike a chord with some 
voters but its simplistic and crude 
message will also bring out anti-BNP 
voters. This is one of the vital lessons 
from the recent general election where 
the Tory use of the race card failed to 
deliver any significant political dividend 
because it simply aggravated many 
disillusioned Labour voters who had 
been considering not voting. 

Crude racism might appeal to a few 
but despite growing controversy about 
multiculturalism, diversity and racial 
ghettoism the British public are on the 
whole a bit too smart for the BNP. ^ 















Gloom amid the sunshine 


By Nick Lowles 

he BNP's annual Red, 
White and Blue festival 
took place once again in 
the Ribble Valley town of 
Sawley. Blessed with blue sky and a 
burning sun, the diehards gathered 
for the yearly dose of political 
indoctrination and fantasism. 
Participants heard that BNP 
success was just around the corner 
and the nation was slowly waking 
up to the true horrors of modern- 
day Britain. Now, at last, finally, 
people were turning to the cause. 

If only, they must have hoped. 

For five years the BNP has tried 
to emulate the French Front 
National's annual festival. While it 
is certainly true that the RWB 
event is a world away from the 
miserable and primitive setting in 
Shropshire where it all began 
several years ago, it is still some 
way off a professional operation. 
The main stage was nothing more 
than the back of a lorry, which 
summed it all up really. 

The weather held, which was 
quite lucky as without a marquee 
the gathered throng would not 
have been able to appreciate 
their leader Nick Griffin's speech. 
Its highlight was when Griffin was 
joined by his family and together 
they cried at the prospect of him 
being sent to prison. 

Griffin claimed that, missing his 
family aside, he welcomed the 
opportunity of being a political 
martyr. But in the next sentence 
he announced that his legal 
team were attempting to have the 
BBC film footage suppressed 
as evidence - hardly the line of 
defence of a man relishing a spell 
at Her Majesty's pleasure. 

The usual prizes were dished out. 
Richard Barnbrook was named Best 
Activist of the Year, which was 
somewhat surprising given that he 
had overseen the demise of the 
BNP in Barking and Dagenham. 
Scotland BNP won best regional 


stall, Harrogate-based Tom Linden 
won best T-shirt and Keighley 
branch boasted of having the largest 
contingent at the festival, 100 
people of whom 60 were children. 
They celebrated their success by 
feasting on a huge hog roast. 

This might have concerned some 
animal lovers as not too far away 
the pet show was in full swing. 

Somewhat amusingly, Eddy 
Butler, the BNP's elections officer, 
lectured activists on how to win 
elections. The dust on his map was 
plain for everyone to see, so long 
had it been since the BNP had won 
an election. 

The RWB organisers had banned 
single men from attending in the 
hope of preventing the outbreaks 
of violence and racist singing that 
had marred previous events. You 
can take the boots away from the 
thug but you just can't take the 
thug out of the BNP. True to form, 
as the evening wore on, the 
atmosphere became rowdier and 
ever more threatening, right down 
to suggestions that they "smash 
the place up". Several people left 
in disgust on the Sunday morning, 
complaining under their breaths 
about the late night behaviour 
of a sizeable minority close to 
the tents. 

For a party committed to law and 
order there was a surprising disre¬ 
gard for the law. The organisers 
got round the requirement to 
obtain a drinks licence by forcing 
punters to make a set donation for 
alcohol and contraband fags were on 
open sale on one of the northern 
stalls. So much for supporting the 
British economy! 

The party's merchandising 
operation, Excalibur, had perhaps 
the biggest stall and among the 
books on sale on one branch 
table was a collection of race- 
science books. 

The Young BNP had a visible 
presence, dishing out its Operation 


White Vote leaflets. One man who 
took particular interest was 
Jon Cotton, who took great delight 
in telling anyone who would listen 
that he was about to start a course 
in history and anthropology at 
Aberdeen University. 

Mark Collett gave a presentation 
on producing a leaflet, which given 
his own legal predicament alongside 
Griffin was understandably quite 
measured. He told his audience 
to refrain from linking any racial 
group to a specific crime unless it has 
been in the national media or is 
directly provable. 

The festival, which took place 
on the weekend of 20-21 August, 
was organised by the BNP's 
Yorkshire regional organiser Nick 
Cass and his wife Suzy. That the 
event was in Lancashire said less 
about their organising skills than 
it did about the continued demise 
of the party in the North West. 
Bev Jones, the North West 
regional organiser, has recently 
stepped down due to family 
illness and former BNP organisers 
in Wigan & Bolton, Burnley and 
Clitheroe have all transferred 
their allegiance to the Nationalist 
Alliance. 

The event contained the usual 
blurting about the tide turning 
their way, mass international 
conspiracies aimed solely at the 
BNP and forthcoming election 
success but the mood this year was 
markedly different. 

People clapped, cheered and 
sang but few, you felt, really 
believed the new dawn was 
imminent. The sober reality of 
the limitations of today's BNP 
was drawn heavy on many 
participants' faces. They wished 
it to be different but, unlike the 
great optimism of the 2003 
RWB - when success was certain 
to come in the 2004 elections - 
privately they knew they were 
still some way off. ◄ 






Nazis con Yorkshire Tories 


THE NATIONALIST ALLIANCE 
conned a Yorkshire Conservative club 
into allowing the nazi outfit to stage 
a memorial event for the death of 
John Tyndall, founder of the British 
National Party. 

The club came under attack from 
anti-fascists during the event and 
has been attacked again since then. The 
NA, a rag-bag group of former 
members of the White Nationalist 
Party, National Front, Combat 18 
and disillusioned British National 
Party supporters, gathered at Rawdon 
Conservative Club, about eight 
miles from Leeds, on the afternoon of 
10 September. 

The clubs function room had been 
booked by a “Mr Hobbs” of Emmerdale 
Grove in Kirkstall, Leeds. There is no 
such address. The club says it was 
completely unaware of the nature of 
the event and had been told that the 
gathering was a wake for a man who 
had died abroad six months earlier. 

An informant said the room used by 
the NA was bedecked in nazi regalia. 
The club said some of those attending 
wore combat-type gear. Some displayed 


the three-leg emblem of the would-be 
terrorist group Combat 18 - the num¬ 
bers 1 and 8 in its name represent the 
initials of Adolf Hitler. 

The party was held behind closed 
doors. Bar staff did not enter the room 
during it; people left the room to get 
drinks at a separate bar. Less then two 
hours into the meeting bricks were 
hurled through one of the club’s windows 
and police were called. The nazis scuttled 
off at about 4pm, two hours before their 
booking ran out. 

The advertised speakers at the 
meeting included Richard Edmonds, 
a former teacher with a penchant for 
attacking old Asian ladies; Eddy 
Morrison from Wakefield, former leader 
of the White Nationalist Party and now 
leader of the Nationalist Alliance; and 
John Wood, a former senior officer in 
the White Nationalist Party. 

Tyndall died in July two days 
before he was due to appear again in 
Leeds Crown Court on charges of 
incitement to race hate alongside Nick 
Griffin, the present BNP leader, and 
Mark Collett, former leader of the 
BNP’s youth wing. 



The Nationalist 
Alliance enjoys a 
fling at its "Wolf's 
Hook" summer camp 
Below: over-the-hill 
wannabe fuhrer 
(in light shirt) 

John ^|pod with his 
mass membership 
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President Putin 
moves against the 
National Bolsheviks 
Below: NBP march 
in Moscow 


RUSSIA: Putin puts NBP in firing line 


RUSSIAN PRESIDENT Vladimir 
Putin has designated the nationalist¬ 
revolutionary National Bolshevik Party 
(NBP) as the number one enemy of his 
regime after the Supreme Court lifted a 
ban on the party on 16 August. 

The NBP, led by the provocative 
writer Edouard Limonov, made a 
strategic and tactical shift a few 
months ago by seeking joint activities 
with the Communist Party and even 
with liberals. Most lately it supported 
the local election candidature of 
Mikhail Khodorkovsky, the 
prisoned former financial oligarch. 
In addition, NPB activists have 
escalated the number of direct actions 
that began with their occupation of the 
Health Ministry offices in Moscow in 
August 2004. 

The change of line provoked a sharp 
response from the Putin administration 
early as last December when 
police raided the party’s Moscow 
headquarters, followed by a legal 
offensive in which seven party activists 
were jailed for five years for the Health 
Ministry invasion. Another 39 face trial 


International 

roundup 


for their occupation of the presidential 
administration offices at the end of 
last year. The Putin-led offensive 
culminated with the ban on the NBP, 
now overturned. 

The Kremlins moves against the 
NBP have not, it seems, been confined 
to legal action. On 29 August, a gang of 
masked men armed with baseball bats 
and gas guns attacked a group of young 
NBP activists attending a meeting with 
young people from the right-wing 
Rodina bloc and from AKM (Red 
Youth Vanguard) at the Moscow offices 
of the Communist Party. Some of the 
attackers wore the T-shirts of Nashi 
(Ours), a self-styled anti-fascist youth 
movement radio-controlled by the 
Kremlin. Several of the injured NBP 
members were taken to hospital. 

The 25 attackers were arrested, 
while making their escape in a bus, 
and detained by police for a few hours 
before being released, according to 
the opposition daily Kommersant. 
The paper blamed the attack on 
Spartak football fans - members of the 
“Gladiators” hooligan mob. In spring a 
journalist from the magazine Gorod 
exposed the overlap between certain 
football supporters’ clubs in Moscow 
and the Nashi movement and predicted 
a campaign against the NBP. Limonov 
is now promising violent retaliation. 

From Jean Raymond, for Antifa- 
Net in Moscow 


HUNGARY: Court reviews 
Blood and Honour ban 

THE BAN IMPOSED on the nazi 
Blood and Honour organisation by 
a Budapest court last December 
could be lifted as the result of an 
appeal to the Hungarian High Court 
and Constitutional Court. Blood and 
Honour was dissolved because it had 
violated Hungarian laws regulating clubs 
and associations. The nazis were also 
found to contravene the Hungarian 
Constitution and international agree¬ 
ments by openly professing fascist views 
and because “at their events, they do not 
respect those human rights which 
everyone deserves and because they make 
offensive declarations about others”. 

Blood and Honour’s leader, Endre 
Janos Domokos (pictured), is prepared 
for the ban to be upheld and has 
informed the media about his plan to 
establish a new outfit within three 
months. Disbanding that could take 
another three years. Andras Szabo, a 
retired member of the Constitutional 
Court told the liberal Budapest weekly 









Hetek : “In Hungary, if the fascist 
character of an organisation can be 
proved, then it must be dissolved 
according to the [1947] Paris peace 
agreements”. 

Szabo is convinced, that Blood and 
Honour has abused the right to form an 
association. However the Hungarian 
Constitutional Court considers the right 
to hold opinions superior to the right 
to human dignity. As a result, Szabo 
believes that cases like that of Blood 
and Honour will continue to come 
before the courts until the Hungarian 
parliament introduces legislation to 
outlaw the expression of hatred. 

From Karl Pfeifer in Budapest 



NORWAY: Norway violates 
UN convention - official! 

THE UN COMMITTEE responsible 
for the Convention on the Elimination 
of all forms of Racial Discrimination 
(CERD) has confirmed that Norway is 
violating the convention. The com¬ 
mittees statement comes as a deep 
shock to the Norwegian government, 
losing it much credibility over 
protection of human rights. 

The background to the UN’s crit¬ 
icism is a complaint filed by the 
Oslo Anti-Racist Centre and 
Norway’s two Jewish commu¬ 
nity organisations over a 
Supreme Court ruling that ac¬ 
quitted Terje Sjolie (pictured 
right), leader of the nazi Boot- 
boys, of making racist state¬ 
ments about Jews and 
immigrants at a Rudolf 
Hess commemoration 
march five years ago. 

Sjolie, currently in 
prison for armed 
robbery, had 
said: “Every day 
immigrants 
rob, rape and 
kill Norwegians, 
every day our peo¬ 


ple and country are being plundered and 
destroyed by the Jews, who are sucking 
our country empty of wealth and 
replacing it with immoral and un- 
Norwegian thoughts.” 

According to the Norwegian 
Supreme Court, Sjolie’s statements 
were protected by freedom of speech, a 
decision that caused outrage because it 
gives carte blanche to all kinds of race 
hate merchants. Since then nobody in 
Norway has been charged with 
incitement to racial hatred. 

The CERD committee’s statement 
will probably force the Norwegian 
authorities to restore protection 
against hatred for ethnic minorities. 
The committee says the Norwegian 
authorities should ensure that 
“statements such as those made by 
Sjolie are not protected by the 
right to freedom of speech 
under Norwegian law”. 
The Norwegian gov¬ 
ernment now has six 
months to report back 
on measures to bring 
Norwegian law into 
line with the CERD 
convention. 

From Tor Bach 
for Monitor and 
Antifa-Net in Oslo 


DENMARK: Hess march moves to Kolding 



THE BAN ON the Rudolf Hess 
commemoration march in Wunsiedel, 
Germany left Danish nazis in a 
quandary, forcing them to hold an 
impromptu demonstration in Kolding, 
a small provincial town near the 
German border. 

The event on 20 August was 
organised and led by Kaspar Kroner 
from the Blood and Honour network, 
a Danish nazi living in Sweden. 


Even with its miserable 87 participants 
it was the largest nazi demonstration 
in Denmark for many years. 

Denmark hosted several in¬ 
ternational Hess commemorations in 
the 1990s organised by Jonni 
Hansen's Danish National Socialist 
Movement (DNSB). This time the 
DNSB was left out in the cold, Hansen 
claiming he knew nothing about the 
demonstration in Kolding. What was 


on display in Kolding instead was a 
new hardcore nazi generation with 
the Dansk Front (Danish Front) and 
Blood and Honour at the forefront. 

After the Dansk Front, Swedes and 
Germans made up the majority of the 
participants. The main speakers were 
the veteran German nazi Christian 
Worch and Jonas Andersson of the 
National Socialist Front (NSF) in 
Sweden. Goran Jonsson, also from 
the NSF, and Kim Benito Fredriksson 
from the Swedish National Democrats 
took part. 

The Kolding march was organised at 
very short notice and not announced. 
There was no anti-nazi demonstration 
but there were more police than nazis. 
Evidently the police knew about the 
march and chose to permit it. In a 
search for weapons, they arrested 
seven people, five Danes, a Swede and 
a German. The marchers were not 
allowed to go through Kolding, but 
were reduced to prancing about on a 
grass field on the edge of town where 
few people took notice of it. 

► From Anne Jessen for Demos 
and Antifa-Net in Copenhagen 
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SWEDEN: Nordic festival flop 

THIS YEAR’S SECOND biggest 
Swedish nazi bash, on 27 August, was a 
miserable flop with fewer than 300 
participants. The nazis gathered in south 
Stockholm and travelled by bus to a 
secret location outside Norrkoping. 
There, unhindered by the police, they 
blocked an approach road and threatened 
a journalist from the Swedish Broad¬ 
casting Corporation. “How would you 
comment if we put you up against a tree 
or a wall and executed you?” was the reply 
that another journalist received from a 
German nazi attending the festival. 

The event’s host was the Nordic 
Association (NA). Keynote speakers 
included Klaus Menzel from Germany 
and Tord Morsund from Norway. 
Menzel, speaking in Swedish, said that 
“ten per cent of citizens in Saxony are 
choosing black, white and red”, a 
reference to the nazis’ traditional colours 
and electoral support. Before going on 
to launch a vitriolic attack on Israel and 
the Jews, Morsund told the rally that he 
wanted to form a Nordic alliance 
between Norway, Iceland, Sweden, 
Denmark and Finland that would be a 
“no go area for non-Nordic’ people”. 

Top of the bill was David Duke, the 
former Ku Klux Klan leader and 
convicted fraudster from the US, who 
has held meetings in several Swedish 
cities in the past. He used the occasion, as 
ever, to promote himself, his books and a 
DVD of his own nazi fest held in New 
Orleans earlier this year. Duke, touted by 
the NA as “the best-known nationalist in 
the world”, claimed that the “biggest 
enemy [of nationalists] are the Jews” and 
“the media is Jewish-controlled”. 

From Richard Slatt for Expo and 
Antifa-Net in Stockhom 


THE NETHERLANDS: 
Supermarket boss stacks up 
xenophobia 

JAAP BLOKKER, the multinational 
business tycoon and retailer, is making a 
habit of including xenophobic 
statements in the annual reports of his 
company. The state anti-racism bureau, 
the Landelijk Bureau ter bestrijding van 
Rassendiscriminatie (LBR), has accused 
him for the third year running of 
“stigmatising and insulting foreigners”. 

This year, Blokker warns that Dutch 
society is getting more dangerous 
because of the “European Union’s 
porous borders” and rival companies 
such as Ikea and Media Markt are, he 


1 


claims, being awarded privileges by 
the Dutch authorities while “100% 
Dutch companies are being sold out to 
foreign investors”. In previous reports, 
Blokker has raged against foreigners 
and “illegal” migrants who rob his 
stores. LBR researchers say Blokker 
cannot prove his wild allegations. 

Meanwhile, the majority of Dutch 
people want a law banning public sector 
workers from wearing headscarves and 
other Islamic clothing, the independent 
weekly Binnenlands Bestuur reported in 
August. In a poll asking the same 
question in 2003, a majority found it 
acceptable for a civil servant to wear 
a headscarf. 


In some places, prejudice is leading to 
outright violence. At the end of August, 
a court jailed an 18-year-old youth for 
15 months after he threw a Molotov 
cocktail at a Muslim school in Uden in 
March. Three other youths were 
sentenced to 35 days detention and 160 
hours’ community service work for their 
part in the arson. The school had 
already been burnt out, resulting in five 
convictions, the week after the racist 
murder of Dutch filmmaker Theo van 
Gogh last November. The four youths, 
one of whom was found to have racist 
materials, targeted the new building. 

From Jeroen Bosch for Alert! 
and Antifa-Net in Utrecht 


GREECE: Nazi camp turns into Greek farce 



Wmm 


GOLDEN DAWN'S much trumpeted 
international nazi camp, planned for 
16-18 September, failed to 
materialise, as a result of an 
unprecedented ban following big 
international and domestic protests 
mobilised by, among others, the 
Antinazi Initiative in Athens. 

In a political U-turn, a Greek 
government spokesman said on 
6 September that "the government 
disapproves of ... events that 
encourage racist phenomena" and 
"such gatherings are not allowed to 
take place". 

Giorgos Voulgarakis, the minister 
in charge of public order, had 
warned that "if the far-right 
extremists insist, the Greek police 
will intervene dynamically to 
prevent the meeting". 

The nazis' moral and political 
defeat was so severe that Antonis 
Androutsopoulos, the wanted 
Golden Dawn leader better known 


as "Periandros" (pictured), turned 
himself in to the police after seven 
years on the run. He had been 
sentenced in absentia to four years 
in prison for "organising a criminal 
gang and illegal possession and use 
of weapons". He is yet to be tried for 
attempted murder. 

Just days before the camp had 
been due to start, Golden Dawn 
announced a protest meeting at its 
Athens office on 17 September, to 
claim that it was "not intimidated". 
Only about a hundred nazis 
bothered to show up to the 
demonstration which took place 
with government permission and 
under heavy police protection. 

The camp had been planned as 
part of the international nazi 
movement's biggest weekend of 
the year, with an Ian Stuart 
memorial gig in Bohemia, Roberto 
Fiore's Forza Nuova rally in Italy and 
leading nazis attending each other's 
events. Bohemia and Italy went 
ahead, and the fascists claimed that 
an exchange of speakers between 
Greek, Italian and Romanian nazi 
groups took place at the Italian 
event and Athens protest meeting. 

The Antinazi Initiative wishes to 
thank all the anti-racist and anti¬ 
fascist organisations and individuals 
that responded to its call for 
protests to the Greek Prime Minister 
and authorities. 

Following this victory for 
democracy, the next objective, says 
the Antinazi Initiative, must be to 
have Golden Dawn itself - a 
cancerous nazi tumour within the 
European Union - outlawed. 

► By our European editor 








Hess march banned in Wunsiedel 


From Michael Klein for Enough is Enough and Antifa-Net in Wunsiedel 



PLANS BY GERMANY’S resurgent 
nazis to make this year’s Rudolf Hess 
commemoration on 20 August the 
biggest ever flopped when they were 
denied permission to march through the 
Bavarian town of Wunsiedel, where the 
remains of Hitler’s deputy are buried. 

In 2004 around 5,000 fascists, 
including numerous Hitler and Hess 
fans from abroad, demonstrated in the 
town, much to the anger of anti-fascists 
and local people. It looked like an even 
bigger international nazi march might 
take place this year. 

Despite a ban imposed by the local 
authority and backed up with two higher 
court decisions, Jurgen Rieger, the nazi 
lawyer from Hamburg who filed the 
application to march, was optimistic that 
the event would go ahead. 

The smirk soon disappeared from his 
face when, days before the march, 
the federal Constitutional Court in 
Karlsruhe announced its prohibition on 
the grounds that it could not be ruled 
out that the aim of the event would be 
to glorify Nazism. 

The Karlsruhe decision is provisional 
and will be reviewed. Nevertheless, it 
was a blow to the fascists, robbing them 
of the chance to give their movement - 
and international fascist participation in 
the march - a higher profile and 
throwing them into disarray. 


The extent of the chaos within the 
fascist movement became clear with the 
revelation that the various groups had 
no “Plan B” for an alternative event. 
As a result, ragged demonstrations took 
place in scattered locations including 
Berlin, Nuremberg, Peine, Weissenfels 
and in the small Danish town of 
Kolding. None of them attracted more 
than 500 participants. 

Even if around 2,000 nazis took part 
altogether, it was no victory for them. 
Rather it was reminiscent of the mid- 
1990s, when the nazis, hotly pursued by 
both anti-fascists and the police, found 
it increasingly difficult to stage parades 
in honour of Hess. Whether the ban on 
Hess marches will continue depends 
on the final decision of the Con¬ 
stitutional Court and, importantly, the 
activities of anti-fascists. 

The national anti-Hess march 
campaign, which started in 2004 under 
the slogan “Stop the glorification of 
Nazism”, was broader than ever this 
year. With public statements in several 
languages and protest letters to German 
embassies, Antifa-Net (of which 
Searchlight and Enough is Enough are 
part) and supporting organisations 
across Europe and in the USA exerted 
welcome additional pressure on the 
German authorities to ban the nazi rally. 

More than 2,000 people took part in 


the campaign’s anti-fascist day of 
action in Wunsiedel on 20 August itself. 
Events included music, speeches by 
victims of the Nazi regime and a 
demonstration. At the same time as the 
explicitly anti-fascist protest, a local civil 
democratic alliance registered its own 
objections to any Hess march taking 
place in the town, whose mayor had 
campaigned for a ban on the nazi rally. 
With the support of most local people, 
he declared 20 August a “Day of 
Democracy”. There were information 
stands, numerous politicians, an extensive 
music programme and a march. 

There is no doubt that the nazis’ 
efforts to glorify the Nazi regime 
embodied by Hess suffered a setback 
this year, not only because Wunsiedel - 
which they had boasted was “theirs” and 
“in German hands” - was taken over by 
anti-fascists but also because they were 
reduced to fragmented attempts at 
demonstrations far away. 

The coming months will show 
whether this setback can be turned into 
an enduring anti-fascist success. If the 
Constitutional Court’s final judgment 
reopens the way for the Hess march and 
sees it as protected by the right to the 
free expression of opinion, the 2005 ban 
will have only been a Pyrrhic victory. 

If, on the other hand, the court 
concludes that the annual event is 
a glorification of Nazism and thereby a 
mockery of the victims of Nazi terror, 
this would provide an important boost 
to the battle against fascist 
organisations in Germany. 

Which way the court decides also 
depends on keeping up the political 
pressure. The fact that Christian Worch 
- whose errand boy, Lars Jacobs, was 
appointed by Rieger to organise the 
Wunsiedel march this year - took part 
in the demonstration in Kolding, where 
swastika flags were openly waved (which 
unlike in Germany is not illegal in 
Denmark), demonstrates all too clearly 
that the Hess commemoration is not 
really about Hess but about Nazism. 

The “Stop the glorification of Nazism” 
campaign will maintain its efforts, as will 
local people, to banish the nazis from 
Wunsiedel and will again need and 
count upon the active support of anti¬ 
fascists outside Germany. 
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Home News 


NF circus rolls into Kent... and back out quick 

by David Turner 


THE LATEST TOWN to receive an 
unwelcome visit from the National 
Front's travelling circus of hate is 
Chatham in Kent. 

The NF turned its attention there 
after an incident in the Luton area of 
town, following which a 32-year-old 
man, David Henkel, died. After the 
police said they were looking for a 
group of "men of Eastern European 
appearance" in connection with the 
attack, the British National Party, which 
has active members in the area, was 
quick to capitalise on the situation. 

Within days, Nick Griffin, BNP leader, 
was claiming on the party's website 
that Henkel was the victim of the 
latest in a series of anti-white racist 
murders supposedly covered up by 
the media. The dead man, claimed 
Griffin, had been "Racially abused, 
knocked to the ground, held down 
and stomped to death in an 
unprovoked racist attack by a group, 
believed to be Albanians ... An 


been heard boasting of his intention 
to kill a 'white Briton'once he got out." 

The same article was soon posted 
(minus Griffin's by-line) on the online 
guestbook run by the NF, which also 
has supporters in the area. 

The case is now subject to reporting 
restrictions with a trial in the offing - 
but everything known about it is 
at odds with the fascists' account. 
The man arrested, not an Albanian but 
a 21-year-old Afghan called Nowbahar 
Bahar, has been charged with 
manslaughter not murder, and there 
has been no suggestion that the 
alleged attack was racially aggravated. 
Further information, gleaned by a 
local councillor from the police, flatly 
contradicts the story told by the NF 
and the BNP. The fascists, however, 
have never let the truth get in the way 
of a bit of crass political opportunism. 

The NF then announced on its 
internet guestbook its intention to 
march in Chatham on Saturday 27 


approval from the Home Secretary. 
The NF said it would hold a static 
demonstration instead. 

Members of Medway United, Unite 
Against Fascism, trade unions, political 
parties and minority ethnic groups 
worked together to build a counter¬ 
demonstration. Up to 100 people 
turned out to show opposition to the 
NF's attempts to undermine the good 
community relations enjoyed by the 
Medway Towns'diverse community. 

The NF mustered only 31 people 
from as far afield as Crewe and 
Birmingham for its demonstration, led 
by its national activities organiser 
Terry Blackham. They stayed in 
Chatham for less than 90 minutes 
under close police supervision, mostly 
standing in a park that was deserted 
but for very vocal anti-fascists. 

The NF claims to have made six 
recruits following the demonstration 
and to have set up a new "active 
group" in the Medway Towns, but it 





Albanian man has since been arrested 
on suspicion of murder.... 

"Put 'David Henkel' into Google and 
you won't find a single report of the 
murder," Griffin continued ignorantly. 
"This silence is all the more sinister 
given the widespread local rumours 
that the alleged killer was an asylum 
seeker who had only recently been 
released from prison, where he had 


August, "because of continued attacks 
by immigrants on the local indigenous 
population". 

At first, Kent Police were minded to 
let it go ahead. But after strong 
representations from the anti-racist 
group Medway United, local minority 
ethnic communities and councillors, 
the police agreed that the march 
should be banned, and obtained 


has done nothing to impress so far. 

On its guestbook, the NF promised 
to demonstrate on 3 September 
outside Chatham police station "in 
protest at the clear contempt shown 
towards us at Chatham on Saturday 
[27 August] by the authorities". 
Local anti-fascists duly waited for them, 
but the NF turnout on this occasion 
proved to be precisely zero. 


The NF's nationwide \ 
mobilisation in Chatham 



NPD wins 740,000 votes 


From Graeme Atkinson, our European editor 



THE SNAP GENERAL election 
called by Chancellor Gerhard Schroder 
meant business as usual for the nazi 
German National Democratic Party 
(NPD). Despite backing from the 
fascist German Peoples Union (DVU) 
and some of the independent so-called 
Kameradschaften , it polled only 1.6%, 
well below the 5% threshold for election 
to the federal parliament. Nevertheless, 
the NPD did much better than in 2002 
when it kept a much lower profile. 

The NPD’s fascist rivals in the 
Republican Party (REP) fared far 
worse, notching up a miserable 0.6%, a 
far cry from their glory days a decade 
ago. The REP’s dismal tale of electoral 
decline may be linked to its failure to 
join the electoral pact formed by the 
NPD and the DVU. 

Overall, the results have ended in a 
bizarre fiasco in which Schroder’s ruling 
Social Democratic Party (SPD) and 
its conservative Christian Democrat 
(CDU) opponents polled nearly 
identical votes and claimed victory over 
each other. Significantly, both parties’ 
votes fell: the CDU by 3.3% and the 
SPD by 4.2%. 

Schroder had called the election early 
as a surprise attack on his CDU 
opponents, because his government’s 
popularity was plummeting. This is 
hardly a surprise as the SPD-Green 
coalition had tried to ram its reform of 
the German economic and social 
system down the throats of voters, 
presenting its brutal dismantling of 
Germany’s welfare state as a policy with 
no alternative. 

The government’s opponents in the 
CDU and the liberal FDP were not 
opposed to the reforms but wanted to 
go further and imbue them with a 
distinctly Thatcherite job-slashing, 
wage-cutting, union-bashing flavour. 
It was fitting that the CDU chose as 
its candidate Angela Merkel, a woman 
who felt destined to be Germany’s first 
female chancellor but who, it became 
increasingly evident as the campaign 
went on, laboured under the handicap 
of a total personality bypass. 

It now looks as if Merkel’s insistence 
on massive tax cuts together with 
her “flat rate tax” gimmick helped 
stampede voters back towards the SPD, 


leaving the two blocs - SPD-Greens 
and CDU-FDP - neck-and-neck. 
Neither will be able to form a stable 
government, so finely balanced is the 
distribution of parliamentary seats. 
The only parliamentary force that could 
break this deadlock is the newly formed 
Left Party, a fusion of the Democratic 
Socialist Party (PDS), successor to the 
old East German Communist Party, 
and the Electoral Alternative for 
Employment and Social Justice 
(WSAG), led by the former SPD leader 
Oskar Lafontaine, which stunned 
observers by winning 8.7% of the vote 
and snapping up 54 parliamentary 
seats, three more than the Greens. 

Nobody wants the Left Party as a 
coalition partner, although an SPD, 
Green, Left coalition would have a 
majority. However, it would ensure 
opposition from within to Schroder’s 
right-wing anti welfare state politics. 
Unlike the PDS, the Left Party scored 
respectable votes in western Germany, 
which elected 24 of its MPs. 

The extreme right has again been 


excluded from parliament, but this is no 
grounds for complacency because the 
nazi NPD was able to break through 
the 5% barrier in a number of voting 
districts in Brandenburg, Saxony, 
Thuringia and even Berlin. Nationally 
the NPD won 743,903 votes, 29,000 of 
these in the capital. In 2002 it took only 
214,000 votes - 0.4%. 

The NPD never entertained the 
illusion that it would win MPs, but used 
the mass propaganda opportunities 
afforded by the campaign to build and 
consolidate its organisation in eastern 
Germany and to try to win over 
young people. This, the nazis hope, will 
stand them in good stead for forth¬ 
coming regional elections in three east 
German states. 

At the same time, they will continue 
tying up international connections with 
the likes of Nick Griffin of the British 
National Party, terrorist Roberto Fiore in 
Italy and the hardcore nazis of Golden 
Dawn in Greece, helped by the 
€632,000 (£430,000) of state aid the 
NPD received as a result of its vote. ^ 











News in brief 


Nazi football 
hooligan 
jailed 

A nazi thug who organised a pitched 
battle between Aston Villa and Chelsea 
football hooligans was jailed for 18 
months in September by a judge who 
described him as a "dangerous man" 

Gareth Howells was part of a gang of 
"Villa Youth" that descended on London 
for a match against Charlton Athletic on 
27 March last year. 

The 23-year-old convicted racist was 
already banned from the ground for 
previous football-related violence so 
he spent the day drinking around 
King's Cross. 

After the game, Villa and Chelsea fans 
met in Islington for a pre-arranged battle. 
Howells led "baying mobs" that left 
"innocent members of the public of all 
ages terrified". 

Snaresbrook Crown Court heard that 
Howells, a chef, had a string of previous 
convictions, including making a Nazi 
salute and screaming "Sieg Heil" after 
being thrown out of a Birmingham 
nightclub. 

He was twice banned from football 
matches for three years after being 
convicted of football related violence, 
including fighting rival fans at an 
England v Wales match at Old Trafford on 
9 October last year. 

Howells, a skinhead, smirked in the 
dock as his convictions were read out. 
Judge William Kennedy sentenced him 
to 18 months behind bars for affray and 
banned him from football games for ten 
years, saying: "True supporters of football 
come from every walk of life. They are 
disciplined and law-abiding. They enrich 
the game in every way. They are the rock 
on which the game is built. 

"But beneath that rock, as there has 
been the case beneath rocks since the 
dawn of time, lower life lurks. They are a 
tiny minority. They are the mindlessly 
violent, attaching themselves to the soft 
underbelly of football as a convenient 
rallying point. The game for them is but 
the means to an end. That end is serious 
public disorder, a crime which cannot 
and will not be tolerated. Your record is 
a great cause for concern. Two previous 
convictions for football related violence, 
others for naked racism. You are a 
dangerous man." 


Searchlight | October 2005 | 16 


Nazis fail to disrupt Manchester Gay Pride 

Hooded National Fronters demonstrated at Manchester’s Gay Pride parade 
at the end of August. 

The group had bragged that hundreds of its members would show up for 
the protest, but only a handful were seen. 

Marchers booed the protestors shouting, “Off our streets, Nazi scum,” and 
anti-fascists held a peaceful counter demonstration. When one of the fascists 
dropped a banner denouncing gay people a Gay Pride supporter set it alight. 
Despite the protest more than 200,000 people enjoyed Manchester Pride. 



Bomb hoaxer jailed 


A MAN WHO planted a hoax 
bomb to “strike fear into the hearts 
of the Asian community” was jailed 
for two-and-a-half years at the end 
of August. 

Bolton Crown Court was told 
that Graeme Maynard, 39, was so 
outraged by the July bombings that 
he left the hoax device near an Asian 
restaurant in Rochdale. 

Passing sentence Judge Warnock 
said the offence promoted terrorist 
bombings by attacking “our multi¬ 
cultural society”. 

Maynard used a container of 
cooking oil with wires leading to a 
false detonator and a mobile phone 
strapped to the top to resemble a 
bomb. A note warned: “Any more 


then we start, this is a last warning”. 

An army bomb disposal team 
carried out a controlled explosion on 
the device after police had cleared 
the area. 

Disappointed he had not made the 
news reports Maynard used an old sim 
card and rang 999 telling the operator: 
“Hello. This is Sooty. Have you found 
the bomb on Milkstone Road, 
Rochdale? Well, it s a dummy, and the 
next one will be a real bomb and it will 
be in Bradford.” Detectives traced the 
sim card to his address. 

Maynard, who had 32 previous 
convictions, including child sex 
offences, arson and burglary, admitted 
one charge of placing a hoax bomb 
with intent. 



The BNP announced with pride the first 
public activity of its new Falkirk group, a 
leafleting session by all of three people. 
With its inimitable penchant for getting it 
wrong, the party website on 19 
September declared: "History was made 
on Sunday the 18th of October..." 

The good folk of Falkirk have little to 
fear because here is a BNP group that not 
only does not know what day it is but 
not the month either, or perhaps the 
party's "Scottish correspondent" has 
unusual vision. 

Of greater concern is the involvement 
of Kenneth Smith (pictured), the BNP's 
Scottish Secretary, in organising a major 
Trafalgar Day bicentenary event at Fort 











Jailed for BNP daubings 

A man who daubed British National 
Party slogans on an Asian mans home 
was jailed in August. 

Philip Wigley terrified his victim 
after writing BNP in red paint on a 
door and making references to his 
Pakistani origin. He was caught after 
CCTV footage showed him lurking 
near the flat in Hyde, Greater 
Manchester. 

Wigley, of Stockport, admitted 
racially aggravated damage and was 
jailed for four months. 

Dogs savage family in 
racist attack 

A man who set his three dogs on a 
refugee family in Leeds at the end of 
August is being hunted by police. 

The racist thug commanded the dogs 
to attack and savage Mahmum Tahirov, 
45, his wife Tarana, 40, and their ten- 
year-old son Araz. All three suffered 
severe bites and were treated in hospital. 

Mr Tahirov came to Britain from 
Turkmenistan as a political refugee in 
September 2003 and was joined by his 
wife and child in May this year. 

They were walking to a park when 
they saw a man who had shouted racial 
abuse at Mrs Tahirova in the past. His 
three dogs were not on leads and 
suddenly the family heard the man 
command his dogs to “Go, go, go”. 

Throughout the attack, which lasted 
several minutes, the dogs” owner made 
no attempt to restrain the animals or 
intervene. 

Finally as all three victims lay 
bleeding on the ground, the man called 
the dogs back to him, offering no help 
to the injured family. 


George, as reported in last month's 
Searchlight. 

His vice chairmanship of a community 
council in Inverness worried many citizens 
when a local paper exposed his BNP 
position but other councillors were not 
bothered about the fact that he had 
hidden his politics. 

Honesty is clearly not Smith's strong 
point. We remember him as a young nazi 
who had at least one brush with the law 
and would sign off his letters "Kaz, Cl 8". 
Cl 8 is Combat 18 - the numbers standing 
for Adolf Hitler's initials - the British nazi 
terror group whose former leader, Charlie 
Sargent, is serving life for the murder of 
one of his fellow nazis. 


TUC affirms support for 
community-led campaigning 


TUC CONGRESS last month passed a 
strong resolution opposing fascism 
and racism and calling for affiliates to 
coordinate community campaigns 
to defeat the British National Party in 
the 2006 local elections. Congress 
reaffirmed its commitment to 
community campaigning as the best 
way forward to defeat the far right, 
urging strong trade union 
involvement in long term work. 

The resolution also committed 
the TUC nationally and regionally to 
establishing task groups to lead the 
fight against the BNP. There was 
agreement to campaign to 
strengthen existing legislation to 
enable unions to exclude BNP 
members in the same way that the 
police service excludes them. 

Trade Union Friends of Searchlight 
(TUFS) ran a stall at Congress which 
was visited by many delegates and 
also hosted a well attended fringe 
meeting. Opening the meeting, 
John Cruddas, MP for Dagenham, 
spoke of the battle against the BNP 
in Barking and Dagenham in the 
run-up to the general election. 
He said he had worked closely with 
Searchlight and that the campaign 
had drawn in many union activists 
from the local area. The surge 
in anti-fascist campaigning was 
beginning to rejuvenate community 


politics in a very positive way. 
He recognised, he said, that they 
were in for the long haul. 

Collette Cork-Hurst from the 
TGWU spoke of the work done 
with TUFS over the years and the 
involvement of T&G activists at 
grass roots level. Mick Rix, GMB, 
spoke about his brief to develop 
the unionOs anti fascist campaign 
and told of the increasing activism 
in the GMB in a number of regions. 
He also talked of the need 
to influence Government policy to 
defeat the far right. 

Steve Davison of Amicus and 
President of Keighley Trades 
Council outlined in detail the 
anti-fascist campaign in Keighley. 
He illustrated how the issues are 
complex and difficult at grass roots 
level and how they need to be faced 
head on to gain the respect of local 
people. The way we develop our 
campaigns, he stressed, should be 
in a principled trade union manner 
that reflects our values. 

Nick Lowles outlined the struggle 
ahead leading up to the 2006 local 
elections and beyond. All TUC 
delegates received a copy of 
Searchlight in their delegate packs. 
TUFS received lots of positive 
feedback and commitment to the 
struggle ahead. 
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Seventy years ago 

The Italian Fascist 
invasion of Ethiopia 

By Dr Richard Pankhurst 



Above: map of Abyssinia at the time of the invasion 
Below left: Haile Sellassie and right Italian troops in Ethiopia 



S eventy years ago the armies of 
Fascist Italy invaded Ethiopia, 
then internationally widely 
known as Abyssinia, without the 
courtesy of any declaration of war. 

This in a sense marked the beginning 
of World War II. We can say this as for 
every country involved their part in the 
conflict started at a different time: for 
Albania in April 1939 and for Britain in 
September 1939, for the Soviet Union 
and the United States in 1941, etc - and 
for the Ethiopians the war began 
without any doubt in 1935! 

What was the background to the 
Fascist invasion? 

Ethiopia, an age-old state located in 
East Africa, between the Red Sea and 
the Great African Rift Valley, had 
almost alone survived the European 
Scramble for Africa. The country, by 
the early Twentieth Century, was the 
only indigenous independent state on 
the African continent. 

Italy, which had overrun part of 
Ethiopia in the late 1880s - during the 
European Scramble for Africa - had 
established two nearby colonies: Eritrea 
to the north and Italian Somalia to 
the south. The Italians had at that 
time attempted to seize the whole 
of Ethiopia, but had been defeated by 
the Ethiopian Emperor Menelik 
at the famous battle of Adwa in 1896. 
This was perhaps the greatest victory of 
an African over a European army since 
the time of Hannibal. 

Italo-Ethiopian relations after 
Adwa had initially been peaceful, but 
chauvinistic Italians hankered for a war 
of revenge. The Italian Fascist dictator 
Benito Mussolini’s seizure of power in 
1922 soon opened a new era of conflict. 
Ten years later, in 1932, the Duce, 
as he liked to be called, took the 
fateful decision to invade Ethiopia. 
He declared to the world his intention 
to “Avenge Adwa” and win for Italy a 
“place in the [African] sun”. 

Mussolini’s fully mechanised armies, 
which had overwhelming superiority in 








fire-power, as well as virtually total 
control of the air, launched their invasion, 
without any Ethiopian provocation, on 
3 October 1935. They attacked from 
both Eritrea and Italian Somalia. 

The League of Nations in Geneva 
found Italy guilty of aggression and 
imposed sanctions against her. The then 
principal member states, Britain and 
France, were, however, unwilling to do 
anything that would seriously endanger 
Mussolini’s rule in Italy. They therefore 
saw to it that the sanctions were purely 
economic in character, and were so mild 
that they proved ineffective and totally 
failed to halt the invasion. 

Italy’s action led, however, to great 
indignation throughout Africa and 
among people of African descent 
throughout the world, where many pro- 
Ethiopian organisations sprang into 
existence. They had the full support of 
most African nationalists of the time, 
among them Kwame Nkrumah and 
Jomo Kenyatta. 

The Italians, violating the Geneva 
Convention signed in 1926, made 
extensive use of poison gas, which 
proved decisive and broke Ethiopian 
resistance. The Ethiopian ruler Emperor 
Haile Sellassie, who had made his way 
north to resist the main Italian attack 
from Eritrea, was defeated at the battle 
of Mai Chaw on 31 March 1936. 
He left the Ethiopian capital, Addis 
Ababa, a fortnight later on 2 May to go 
into exile in Britain. The Italian 
commander, Pietro Badoglio, entered 
Addis Ababa three days later. 

At the end of the following month 
the Emperor travelled to Geneva to 
make a moving address to the League 
of Nations Assembly on 30 June, 
appealing to the world for help and 
declaring “God and History will 
remember your judgement”. 

The international community chose 
to ignore this appeal, and soon one 
after another of the Member States 
recognised Mussolini’s victory and 
abandoned sanctions. But three 
countries, the Soviet Union, the United 
States and Mexico, refused to recognise 
the Italian “conquest”. 

The invasion, and subsequent 
occupation, was carried out with 
extreme barbarity. Besides using poison 
gas the invaders bombed British, 
Swedish, Egyptian and other inter¬ 
national Red Cross hospitals and 
ambulances. One British doctor, John 
Melly, whose ambulance unit was 
destroyed, wrote: “This isn’t a war - it 
isn’t even a slaughter - it’s the torture of 
tens of thousands of defenceless men, 
women and children, with bombs and 
poison gas. They’re using gas 
incessantly, and we’ve treated thousands 
of cases, including infants in arms.” 


The Fascists carried out many other 
war crimes. Captured Ethiopian soldiers 
were shot without trial. An attempt on 
the life of the Italian Viceroy, Rodolfo 
Graziani, in February 1937 was 
followed by the three-day Addis Ababa 
massacre in which thousands of 
innocent Ethiopian men, women and 
children were shot or beaten to death. 
Fascist wrath was soon afterwards 
directed against the monks and deacons 
of one of Ethiopia’s most famous 
monasteries at Debra Libanos, where all 
the monks except one were summarily 
executed - the sole survivor was a monk 
who on the fateful day had gone to 
Addis Ababa to sell grain. Graziani 
telegraphed to the Duce that “of the 
monastery nothing remains”. He later 
gave orders for the summary elimination 
of all witchdoctors and soothsayers. 

During their occupation of Ethiopia 
the Italians established strict racial 
segregation, with Addis Ababa and 
other Ethiopian towns rigidly divided 
into separate quarters for Europeans 
and “natives”. 

The invaders also carried out extensive 
looting of Ethiopian treasures, including 
a 25 metre high obelisk from the ancient 
Ethiopian city of Aksum dating from 
the early fourth century AD, which was 
only returned - after much agitation - 
earlier this year. Other items still not 
returned include an important part of 
Ethiopia’s national archives, and the 
Emperor’s aeroplane, named after his 
daughter Tsehai, which is currently in 
the Italian Aviation Museum. 



Though the invaders succeeded in 
occupying the principal Ethiopian 
towns and the few main roads, 
Patriots, or Freedom Fighters, refused 
to surrender and fought back, operating 
throughout much of the countryside - 
most notably Shawa, Lasta, Gojjam, 
Tegray, Charchar and Yergalam. 
The Freedom Fighters also had the 
secret support of the Internal Patriots in 
Addis Ababa and other towns, who 
helped them obtain weapons and 
medical supplies. Mussolini, infuriated 
by continued resistance, responded by 
ordering Graziani to “use all measures, 
including gas”. The Italians, however, 
proved unable to crush the Patriots, 
who continued to resist while awaiting 
a change in the international situation. 

This came on 10 June 1940 when 
Mussolini, by then Hitler’s ally, hoping 
for a seat at the peace table after an Axis 
victory, declared war on Britain and 
France. Strategically placed to threaten 
the British Empire and its sea route to 
the East, the Italians in Ethiopia posed 
a major threat. The Churchill Gov¬ 
ernment therefore decided on an 
immediate onslaught. British and other 
Allied troops joined hands with the 
Ethiopian Patriots and between them 
rapidly liberated the country from 
Italian rule. Addis Ababa fell on 6 April 
1941 and the Emperor returned to his 
capital on 5 May. the fifth anniversary 
of Badoglio’s entry. 

The contribution of the Patriots to 
the overall anti-fascist struggle, though 
insufficiently recognised at the time, was 
on any showing considerable. During 
their long lone struggle they had done 
much to demoralise and immobilise the 
enemy which, isolated from far-off Italy 
and beleaguered by the Patriots in 
fortified posts, was in many instances in 
no position to resist the Allied 
onslaught. Besides dominating their 
own front in Gojjam the Patriots thus 
had a major influence in “softening up” 
the Italians on the northern and 
southern fronts before contributing 
greatly to the final “mopping-up” in the 
country at large. 
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A dangerous time for 



By Gerry Gable 

I n the middle of last month the 
Home Secretary Charles Clarke 
published his latest proposals to 
create new offences in response 
to the world terrorist threat following 
9/11 and more specifically the 7/7 
London bombings. His draft Terrorism 
Bill threatens liberties that have been 
fought for and won over hundreds of 
years to protect the nation and its 
citizens. Now if sanity and democracy 
fail to prevail this country could come 
closer to becoming a police state than 
any other European nation. 

In addition to the measures in the 
Bill, Clarke will fast track some 
provisions by introducing them 
through amendments to the 
Immigration, Asylum and Nationality 
Bill, currently going through 
Parliament. The amendments will be 
debated during the Commons 
Committee consideration of the Bill, 
which begins on 18 October, one 
week after Clarke appears before the 
Home Affairs Committee to be 
examined over matters to relating to 
7/7 and the government's plans. 

Earlier attempts by this government 
to legislate for greater counter 
terrorism powers have been watered 
down or abandoned. This time both 
supporters and opponents of the 
proposals have fresh ammunition. 

Against is a broad band ranging 
from democrats of all hues, the 
Brazilian family of a victim of state 
failure and some Muslim 
organisations that hold positions 
close to the advocates of terror. 

In favour are the Cabinet, some 
senior police and security service 
officers and some hardline MPs. 

The Conservative and Liberal 
Democrats both support some of the 
provisions. Mark Oaten, the Liberal 
Democrat Shadow Home Secretary, 
opposed the creation of an offence of 
glorifying terrorism and the proposal 
to hold suspects for up to three 
months without charge. David Davis, 
a leading contender for the 
Conservative Party leadership, also 


expressed serious concern over 
extended detention of suspects but 
generally welcomed the proposals. 

More interesting are the political 
differences within the Cabinet and the 
forces of law and order. Within hours of 
the Home Secretary's announcement a 
leak suggested that he himself was not 
happy with some elements of the draft 
Bill, in particular the power to hold 
suspects for three months. 

Observers of the Whitehall scene 
know how much "briefing" has been 
going on against two men by people 
who should be on the same side. One 
is the Home Secretary himself, 
targeted by those who think they can 
bring about his removal and secure 
the return of David Blunkett.The other 
is Sir Ian Blair, Commissioner of the 
Metropolitan Police Service, who is 
seen as too liberal and thoughtful by 
many senior officers in the police 
and security services and by the 
government's right wing. 

It is quite possible that friends of 
Charles Clarke, sick of the way he is 
being knifed in the back, did their own 
bit of "briefing" to demonstrate that he 
is not as authoritarian as his master, the 
Prime Minister, would like him to be. 

The Bill's proposals raise difficult 
questions about the trade-off 
between security and liberty in the 


face of a real terrorist threat. Clearly, 
doing nothing is not an option in the 
face of increasing terror both here 
and abroad and the clear gaps in the 
ability of the security services to 
prevent attacks. 

It is right to try and stop Islamist 
terrorism that maims and kills, but we 
must also be cognisant of those on 
the extreme right who promote, aid 
and abet and carry out acts of terror 
both here and abroad. Like those 
who placed the bombs on 7/7, the 
nazi terror groups are in a position to 
recruit, send their members abroad 
for ideological and physical training, 
and use sophisticated electronic 
communications. Rightly there is no 
reference in the draft Bill to Islam or 
Muslims, as terrorism is not limited to 
these groups. 

One can only have every sympathy 
with the family of the young Brazilian 
Jean Charles de Menezes, a victim of 
the shoot-to-kill policy, which remains 
in place. 

We have drawn up the following 
questions on the Bill's proposals, 
which we are putting to the Home 
Secretary. Readers may like to join our 
attempt to seek clarification and 
decide on the basis of the response 
which parts of the Bill are justified 
and practical. 
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democracy 


Encouragement of terrorism 

The Bill provides a statutory defence 
for internet service providers which 
unknowingly host a website or 
provide a facility to give access to 
statements that encourage terrorism. 
Why is there no provision for it to be 
an offence for the service provider to 
fail to withdraw the facility once the 
nature of its use has been pointed out 
to it? 

Glorification of terrorism 

Where an act took place more than 20 
years ago, it will only be an offence to 
glorify it if the Home Secretary has 
specified that it was an act of 
terrorism. Who will advise the 
Home Secretary what events were 
acts of terrorism? Will they include 
individuals outside the Home Office 
and security services, and if so, how 
will these advisers be appointed? 

Preparation of terrorist acts 
and terrorist training 

UK-based websites have provided 
access to recipes for ricin and other 
chemical weapons through links to US 
websites. The recipes were detailed 
and explicit. Will this access and the 
promotion of these websites by UK- 
based nazi groups be halted? 

Will action be taken against 
advertisements for, and invitations to, 
nazi camps and rallies in North 
America and the European Union 
where it is established that bomb 
making information and training are 
being obtained? Will the government 
halt such visits in both directions 
where Special Branch or the security 
services have intelligence but under 
current legislation no power to act? 

Proscription of terrorist 
organisations 

The present Bill extends the Home 
Secretary's existing power to proscribe 
terrorist organisations contained in the 
Terrorism Act 2000. The original list 
contained only organisations involved 
in Northern Ireland terrorism. 


Who will advise the Home 
Secretary which groups that promote 
or encourage terrorism should 
be proscribed? How will the list be 
drawn up? Will it go beyond Islamic 
fundamentalist groups and include 
organisations that advocate far-right 
terrorism and violence against people 
who work in abortion clinics? 

Seizure and forfeiture of 
terrorist publications 

The Bill contains powers to search 
premises and seize terrorist 
publications, including publications 
stored electronically, but not a 
power to seize the means of 
producing such publications. Will the 
Home Secretary encourage the 
seizure of computers (which seems 
to be explicitly covered by the Bill), 
printing machinery and anything 
else that is capable of producing 
terrorist publications? 

Generally 

Although the Bill arises out of the 7/7 
bombings, its proposals are not 
confined to any specific terrorist 
causes? Will the security services also 
pursue far-right terrorism and 
individuals who advocate it? 

It is a matter of concern to say the 
least that, while the police and 
security services have prevented 
some atrocities, there still appear to 
be classic gaps in communication and 
at an operational level. Information 
about many of the organisations 
now in the Home Secretary's sights 
has been known for years, such as 
their activities on campuses, but 
successive governments and the 
security services have failed to act. 

In the light of the Home Secretary's 
moves to make such drastic changes 
to our way of life and change the 
relationship between citizens and 
the government and security services, 
a non-parliamentary oversight 
commission to provide an ongoing 
citizens' perspective would be 
welcomed. ^ 
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International 


Anti-immigrant populists emerge as second party 

From Tor Bach in Oslo for Monitor and Antifa-Net 


THE ANTI-IMMIGRANT, populist, 
Progress Party gained its best ever 
election result in Norway's general 
election in September. With 22.1% of 
the vote it is now the country's 
second largest parliamentary party. 

It was not enough to keep the 
Christian Democrats and their 
coalition partners, the Conservatives, 
in office. The two parties polled their 
worst results ever with 6.8% and 
14.1% of the vote respectively. 

A centre-left coalition of the 
Labour Party, the Centre Party and 
the Socialist Left Party will now form 
a majority government which 
promises to set a new political 
course for Norway in the next four 
years. The incoming Prime Minister, 
Jens Stoltenberg, who has turned his 
party to the left, has promised to 
reverse some of the social cutbacks 
made by the previous government. 

The former centre-right coalition 
government needed the support 
and antics of the Progress Party, 
but the new majority has banished 
it to the political sidelines without 
parliamentary influence. 

For the extreme right-wing and 
racist Democrats and their witless 
leader Vidar Kleppe, the election was 
an unmitigated disaster. Contrary to 
some polls in January, which 
suggested they might get elected in 
a couple of counties, the party ended 
up with a pitiful 0.1%. Its best result, 
in Vest-Agder, was a miserable 0.3%. 
Even in those few communities 
where the Democrats attracted two 
or three per cent in the local 
elections two years ago, the party 
was politically eradicated. 

The prime contributor to the 
Democrats' electoral misery was 
the party itself. Never in Norwegian 
history has a political party shown 
such an ability to stumble over its 
own feet as the Democrats did 
during their election campaign. 

Proposals to ban Islam, to use bar 
codes to identify people's ethnic 
origin and forcibly to close mosques 
awoke bitter memories in a country 
that just 60 years ago saw half of its 




Jewish population perish in Hitler's 
gas chambers after a Nazi puppet 
government had implemented 
similar laws. 

When the Democrats teetered 
willingly at the cliff edge begging for 
someone to give them the final kick, 
anti-racists were delighted to oblige. 
In the bigger cities the Democrats 
were met with demonstrations 
and Searchlight's Norwegian sister 
magazine, Monitor, set up a much 
visited anti-Democrats website 
which provided informative articles 
such as "Who's Who in the 
Democrats?" about the political 
past of central activists and "The 
Democrats' little brown book" 
containing quotations from the 
party's programme and leading 
activists. Another article examined 
the dodgy political groups 
connected with the Democrats. 

Frequently updated news articles 
about the Democrats provided 
excellent ammunition for the 
numerous enemies of the Democrats 
all over the country. News was sent 
by email to wide circles of activists, 
politicians and journalists, enabling 
them to expose and brand the 
Democrats as enemies of democracy 
and religious freedom. Thanks to 
this relentless campaign, the 
Democrats were reduced to a 
bizarre phenomenon in a political 
freak show. 

The party now faces the same fate 
as all other attempts to build a 
postwar right-wing extremist party 
and electoral presence in Norway. 
Bereft of seats in parliament and 
riven by internal tensions, they are 
correctly viewed by the public as a 
bunch of cranks. 

The Democrats' failure to attract 
any significant support is a clear 
victory for Norwegian anti-racists. 
But the real challenge over the next 
four years is to reduce the support 
of the Progress Party. That is a 
completely different, more com¬ 
plicated question, to which nobody 
has, so far, come up with a 
satisfactory answer. ^ 



News in brief 


Fake conference stunt 
fails to make headlines 

THE BRITISH NATIONAL PARTY'S latest stunt fizzled out without the 
fuss it hoped to achieve. In the process the BNP merely confirmed its 
position as political pariahs. 

In early September the BNP posted a news report on its website 
which claimed it had booked Manchester's Bridgewater Hall for a 
conference entitled, "The Hidden Holocaust: Anti-White Racism and 
Murder in the 21st Century". 

The BNP even claimed to have received permission for the 
conference from Manchester City Council and was hoping for 
speakers from the Association of Chief Police Officers and the BBC. 

"The BNP sponsored conference will examine the bias of the 
establishment media in reporting cases of racist murder and aim to 
answer the key question, what can we do to bring about change in 
the media's coverage of racist violence?" the party said. 

The day after the report appeared, the Bridgewater Hall issued a 
statement saying that the booking had been rejected. The BNP cried 
foul and claimed that once again anti-white racism was being 
sidelined by a politically correct and racist establishment. 

"The BNP conference was designed to raise funds and form support 
structures around the world to assist the victims of anti-white racism 
worldwide,"the BNP declared."This would have meant we could assist 
White Zimbabwean farmers, White South African farmers and the 
forgotten white victims of Hurricane Katrina along America's Gulf 
Coast whose plight has been minimised and forgotten by the anti¬ 
white racist international media. 

"It seems Bridgewater Hall are more than happy to host events 
where Islamic terrorist groups are present but a democratically 
elected British political party that represents the British people and 
the interests of White people worldwide are denied the right to use 
their facilities." 

Of course there was never to be such a conference. It was merely a 
publicity stunt designed to generate publicity and garner sympathy 
from white voters. 

In that too it failed. Aside from an article in a local newspaper and a 
small notice on the BBC regional website there was little media interest. 

Worse still, the BNP was forced to make a humiliating retraction 
admitting that Manchester City Council actually had nothing to do 
with Bridgewater Hall and so of course was not in a position to give 
permission for the conference. 

The Bridgewater Hall management was also not impressed. 
Contrary to BNP claims, the venue had not been booked in the party's 
name but by an individual. "When we learnt of the true nature of the 
event we exercised our legal right to cancel the booking," a 
spokesperson told Searchlight. The cheque was returned and the 
booking rescinded. 

The BNP sniggered with delight over what it saw as a great stunt. 
Yet, in reality, it merely confirmed the party's pariah status. Each time 
a venue cancels a BNP booking it becomes easier to get others to do 
likewise. It was the same with the BNP's bank accounts and more 
recently its printers. 

The Bridgewater Hall was chosen because a month earlier it had 
held the Muslim Unity Conference, which brought together Islamists 
of many shades and factions. The BNP hoped to point up the 
inconsistency whereby radical Islamists were allowed to meet while 
good old white folk were denied the same privilege. Despite the BNP's 
best endeavours, there was no reference to this in the few media 
reports on the saga. 

Any short-term publicity gained from the charade will be quickly 
reversed by long-term political realities. ^ 




When friends fall out 

By Nick Lowles 

JUST WHEN IT SEEMED that they couldn’t 
get any more ridiculous the Yorkshire Crazy Gang 
have been up to their old tricks and had a row and 
formed a new political party. 

Last month Searchlight reported how a group of 
veteran nazis from Yorkshire had formed a new 
party, the Nationalist Alliance. Four months 
afterwards, it has split and some of its members 
have created the British People’s Party. 

The NA was a coming together of former 
friends who had fallen out when the White 
Nationalist Party, formed in late 2002, split over 
personality differences and accusations that one of 
their number was a police spy. The NA was 
launched when the remaining rump in the WNP 
(led by John Wood) made up their differences with 
the Spearhead Support Group (led by Eddy 
Morrison) and joined forces with former British 
National Party members in the North West. 

Within a few weeks of the new group 
forming tensions began to emerge and 
discontent grew. Much of this came from the 
former BNP members, particularly the Burnley 
group around Sharon Pastou and Steve Smith, 
who became increasingly dejected about the 
party’s direction. They in turn began to be 
denounced as closet Tories. 

Smith, the man behind the BNP’s rise in 
Burnley, has long been close to the Freedom Party, 
led by the barrister Adrian Davies. It was through 
this friendship that the NA and Freedom Party 
held talks in early August about a possible merger. 
While these talks came to nothing, largely because 
the Freedom Party’s attempts at respectability 
appear incompatible with the Yorkshire-based 
leaders of the NA, who are uncompromising in 
their nazism, the writing was on the wall. 

Pastou became the most vocal critic of the NA 
leadership, joined by Joe Hilton, a Leeds United 
soccer thug, who began issuing threats against 
prominent Morrison and Kevin Watmough, 
another prominent NA member. 

It all came to a head at a meeting of the NA 
national executive committee in Leeds where 
Pastou and Hilton resigned from the party but 
somehow remained on the committee. 

Morrison, Watmough and Wood had had 
enough and on 18 September they left the NA to 
form the BPP. 

Morrison has been busy writing to NA 
branch organisers urging them to switch to the 
new party. While most seem likely to make 
the move several members have already indicated 
that the latest round of political infighting is more 
than they can stomach. 

The BPP has publicly issued a statement 
claiming the “BPP is not going to be a soft option, 
[and] there will be no compromise of our real 
White Nationalist policies”. While that may be so, 
the latest instalment of the Yorkshire Crazy Gang 
is more akin to a Monty Python sketch than a 
serious political party. ^ 
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IMAGINE A TEENAGE GIRL, 
perhaps 15 or 16 years old, born, 
brought up and educated in Britain, 
looking forward to her future just like 
any other British teenager: A levels and 
university, falling in love, children, or 
perhaps something different. Whatever 
path her life takes, one thing she has a 
right to expect is to have the choice. 

Most do, but a small minority face a 
far less pleasant future. These girls’ 
parents, brothers or uncles may 
suddenly whisk the confused girl off to 
Pakistan or Bangladesh to marry a 
man - often a cousin - they have never 
met from a patriarchal rural community 
where women have few rights and 
are expected to be submissive, a 
culture with which the girl has nothing 
in common. 

Sometimes the girl will agree to go, so 
as not to “shame” her family. Others are 
forced by violent means. Some who 
object too strongly are even murdered, 
sometimes in a horrific manner, in so- 
called “honour killings”. 

Ann Cryer, the Labour MP for 
Keighley, has campaigned on the issue 
of forced marriages since 1999 and has 
often upset some of her Asian 
constituents with her uncompromising 
tough language. Many young Asian 
women seek her assistance. 

Writing in Tribune in September 
2003 she said: “I have lost count of the 
number of desperate young women who 
have come to see me, sometimes in fear 
of their lives, who do not want to marry 
a first cousin ... in Pakistan, but who 
realise that, by saying so, they run the 
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risk of shaming their family 
(as defined by their fathers and, 
sometimes, their brothers)”. 

Ann Cryer believes that forced 
marriages are a fundamental breach of 
the human rights of the bride and 
groom. Many people shy away from 
dealing with this issue, afraid that in 
challenging a practice that largely goes 
on in some Asian communities they 
might appear racist. 

Such fears have never held back Ann 
Cryer when it comes to in dealing with 
injustice. It was Cryer who fought for 
justice for young girls who were being 
groomed for sex, cooperated with a 
Channel 4 television documentary last 
year that highlighted the issue and 
obtained two changes in the law to 
enable prosecution of the perpetrators. 

Yet even today many on the left ignore 
or deny that grooming took place, 
just because those doing it were mainly 
Asian and the victims were mainly white. 
Mention it and you are accused of 
pandering to the British National Party, 
which tried unsuccessfully to exploit the 
issue to win votes. 

Not that the BNP had any good words 
to say about Ann Cryer. It accused her 
of being soft on grooming and lied that 
only the BNP was speaking out on the 
issue and was behind the Channel 4 
programme. Of course in complete 
contrast to Cryer, who was fighting for 
justice, the BNP cared only to build up 
the race aspect. 

The truth is that for all its self- 
righteous words on family values and 
paedophilia, the BNP cares little about 
these things. Otherwise why does the 
BNP website contain a posting signed 
off by two 13-year-old girls asking “to 
see the hunky guys in the BNP security 
team more often”, describing them 
somewhat improbably as “gorgeous” 
and “sexy” and asking where they work? 

Forced marriage is another difficult 
issue with a potential for controversy on 
racial or cultural lines, which may be 
why the publication of a government 
consultation paper at the beginning of 
September attracted little publicity. 
The document is very clear on the fact 
that forced marriage is an abuse of 
human rights and a form of domestic 
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The consultation document is 
available from: 

www.homeoffice.gov.uk/docs/ 

forcedmarriage.htm. 


violence. It is not only a crime against 
women: about 15% of cases involve 
male victims. Forced marriage is not 
the same as arranged marriage, the 
difference being that in an arranged 
marriage the individuals have the final 
say on whether to accept the match 
arranged by their families. 

The purpose of the consultation is to 
consider whether forcing someone 
to marry should be made a specific 
criminal offence. There are several 
arguments against it, for example that 
fear of their families being prosecuted 
might stop victims asking for help, 
and the difficulty in collecting evidence 
to mount a successful prosecution. 
Arguments in favour include the 
deterrent effect and that a new offence 
could empower young people in 
negotiating with their families or help 
parents facing pressure from relatives. 

The paper raises many difficult 
questions and seeks views (by 5 
December 2005) especially from 
women’s and victims’ groups, faith 
organisations and community groups, 
after which the government will issue 
a response. 

Diversity has made Britain a better 
place to live in many respects, but it is 
important that we do not lose sight of 
fundamental human rights and the 
liberties that people have fought for and 
won over many years. We cannot allow 
equal rights for women and the right of 
choice in marriage to be eroded in the 
name of multiculturalism. This is not a 
matter of imposing Western values but 
a question of equal freedom and justice 
for all, whatever people’s culture, 
religion or sex. As Sir Ian Blair, 
Commissioner of the Metropolitan 
Police, said: “multiculturalism does not 
mean accepting the unacceptable”. ^ 














STOP 


Kirklees Unity 

PO Box 310, 

Huddersfield HD1 3VU 

Leeds Unity 

c/o Leeds NUT, West Park Centre, 
Spen Lane, Leeds, LSI 6 5BG 
leedsunity@hushmail.com 

Sheffield Campaign Against 
Racism and Fascism 

c/o Sheffield TUC, 

Trades & Labour Club, Talbot Street, 
Sheffield S2 2TG 

Wakefield & Five Towns United 
Against Racism 

PO Box 462, Wakefield WF2 7WW 

York Unite Against Fascism 

yorkuaf@hotmail.co.uk 


Northamptonshire 
Unite Against Racism 

c/o NREC, Victoria Centre, Palk Road, 
Wellingborough NN8 1HT 
info@northamptonshirerec.org.uk 

North Staffordshire Campaign 
Against Racism & Fascism 

PO Box 1960, Stoke-on-Trent ST6 1WF 
NorSCARF@burslem.demon.co.uk 


North West 


Blackburn & Darwen 
United Against Racism 

PO Box 632, Blackburn 
BB4 4WT 

Bolton Against Racism 

c/o 16 Wood Street, Bolton. BL1 1DY 

www.boltonagainstracism.org.uk 

info@boltonagainstracism.org.uk 

Burnley Against Fascism 

PO Box 358, Burnley, 

BB11 2WA 

Bury Against Racism/ 

United Against Fascism 

ka re n .e va n s@ vi rgin.net 
Tel: 07974 400183 

Hyndburn Against Racism 

Hyndburn-against-racism@fsmail.net 

Merseyside Coalition 
Against Racism and Fascism 

c/oTGWU, 143 Sefton Street 
Liverpool L8 5SN 

Oldham United Against Racism 

c/o Oldham Law Centre, 

Archway House, Bridge Street, 
Oldham 0L1 1ED 

Pendle UAF 

PO Box 2027 
Colne, Lancs BB8 OXA 

Ribble Valley Against Racism 

PO Box 95, Whalley, 

Clitheroe BB7 9WW 
www.rvar.org.uk 

Rochdale United Against Fascism 

Wigan & Leigh United 
Against Racism 

65 Hunter Road 

Marsh Green, Wigan WN5 OPX 

waluar@blueyonder.co.uk 


London 


Barking & Dagenham and Havering 
Together 

The Labour Hall,Tenterden Road 
Dagenham RM8 1QA 
Tel: 07759 660230 

Enfield UAF 

07812 179856 enfielduaf@coolift.com 
www.enfielduniteagainstfascism.co.uk 

Redbridge and Epping Together 

PO Box 1576, Ilford IG5 ONG 
07759 660230 


Eastern 


Broxbourne Against Racism 

PO Box 13679, London N1 1AA 
contact@broxar.org.uk 

South East Essex Coalition 
Against Racism 

c/o Searchlight Magazine 
PO Box 1576, Ilford IG5 ONG 


Gateshead Against the Nazis 

6 Ellison Street, Gateshead NE8 1 AY 
Tel: 0191-477-6638 
unison@unisonfree.net 

Sunderland Coalition 
Against Racism and Fascism 

c/o Unison City of Sunderland Branch 
Grange Lodge, Grange Crescent 
Sunderland SR2 7BN 
team@unison-sc.ace.co.uk 

Tees Valley Unites Against Racism 

c/o GMB, Cleveland House, 

7 Woodlands Road 
Middlesbrough TS1 3BH 

Tyne & Wear Anti-Fascist Association 

c/o Unison, Room 145, Civic Centre 
Newcastle upon Tyne NE1 8QH 
0191 272 1211 
twafa@twafa.org.uk 


East Midlands 


Communities Against Racism in 
Derbyshire (CARD) 

c/o Derbyshire Unemployed 
Workers Centre, 54 Saltergate, 
Chesterfield S40 1 JR 


West Midlands 


Dudley Unite Against Fascism 

PO Box 9302, Smethwick B67 6JG 
Tel: 07712 683023 
dudley@blackcountryunity.net 

Sandwell UAF 

PO Box 9302, Smethwick B67 6JG 
Tel: 07712 683023 
sandwell@blackcountryunity.net 

Wolverhampton, Bilston 
& District TUC 

PO Box 2917, 

Wolverhampton WV2 2YA 
wolves.tuc@unisonfree.net 

Walsall UAF 

PO Box 9302, Smethwick B67 6JG 
Tel: 07712 683023 
walsall@blackcountryunity.net 


Yorkshire & The Humber 


Bradford Anti-Fascist Committee 

Bradford TUC-AFC 
c/o 17-21 Chapel St, 

Bradford BD1 5DT 
afc@bradfordtuc.org.uk 

Calderdale Communities Against 
Racism and Calderdale Unity 

c/o GMB Clifton House, Clifton Road, 
Brighouse, HD6 1SL 
calderdaleunity@yahoo.co.uk 

Keighley Together 

keighleytogether@yahoo.co.uk 


South East 

Saltdean for Tolerance and Respect 

PO Box 164, Brighton BN1 7WB 


Wales 

Wales Friends of Searchlight 

Cardiff Centre for Trade Union Studies 
182 Habershon Street 
Splott, Cardiff CF24 2LE 


To get your group's details included on this list in future editions of the magazine please contact Searchlight 
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Feature 


The people that 
peace forgot? 


By Matthew 
Collins 



Burning crosses in a 
nazi White Nationalist 
Party ceremony in 
North Antrim earlier 
this year 



"The UVF is not a fascist organisation, there are and there 
has occasionally been contact between individuals and 
fascist groups, but the leadership of the UVF is committed 
to finding and expelling these people, sincerely." 



D avid Ervine, leader of the 
paramilitary Ulster Volunteer 
Force's political wing, the 
Progressive Unionist Party, is 
speaking the morning after he did 
the "unthinkable" and stayed up all 
night celebrating Northern Ireland's 
defeat of England in a World Cup qualifier. 
His throat is sore and his emotions a little 
strained, perhaps. 

A few days earlier, a show of strength by 
the UVF in the loyalist heartland of 
Woodvale, birthplace of the rival Ulster 
Defence Association, led to the first of 
what was going to escalate into even 
more violent skirmishes between loyalists 
and the Police Service of Northern Ireland 
(PSNI) less than a week later. 

Ervine is, as ever, defending the UVF 
against allegations of collusion, not with 
the PSNI's predecessor the RUC, or the 
British Army, but with the tiny band of 
racist and fascist gangs set up on the 
mainland that pop up every now and then 
in Ulster and attempt to fill the growing 
political vacuum that is modern Loyalism. 
The Assistant Chief Constable of Ulster, 
Sam Kinkaid, went on record in early 
September to reveal that all three main 
loyalist paramilitary groups have carried 
out racist attacks. He also stated that the 
UDA, UVF and Loyalist Volunteer Force 
were linked with Combat 18, the British 
National Party and other nazi groups. 

"There have been known meetings 
between the UVF and Combat 18 in parts 
of Belfast and a number of situations of 
searches of UDA houses where we are 
searching for munitions and have come 
across racist publications,"Mr Kinkaid said. 

Ervine spoke to Kinkaid not long after 
his comments were reported in the 
Northern Ireland News Letter and assured 
Kinkaid he was wrong, giving him a "put 
up or shut up" ultimatum. 

However, the continued firebombing of 
homes of migrant workers in the province 


shows how insular loyalists are, and feel 
that Ulster is. In the most recent incident 
seven homes in Dungganon were 
targeted during the three nights of 
rioting that followed the rerouting of the 
Orange Order march on 10 September. 
The explosion of anger, which came after 
the traditional marching season had 
passed its inflammatory peak, caught very 
few observers by surprise. To say there is 
restlessness in the loyalist community and 
frustration over the peace process would 
be an understatement. 

Throughout the summer, the UVF 
undertook a "cleaning" spree against 
the splinter LVF, the biggest internal 
bloodletting in Ulster since the 
Republican Irish National Liberation Army 
purged the rival Irish People's Liberation 
Organisation in the 1980s. 

The UVF, which had joined the ceasefire, 
turned its men against the LVF, set up by 
the expelled drug dealer Billy Wright in 
1996. (See Mad dog set free, Searchlight, 
February 2005.) First came the traditional 
"putting out" of LVF-aligned families in 
Belfast, then the convergence of 200 UVF 
members and supporters onto the 
Garnerville estate in east Belfast in July, 
where for days the UVF men forced LVF 
members out of their homes, before 
ransacking their property and, according 
to residents, "liberating" the estate from 
the stranglehold the LVF held over the 
terrified people living there. 

Ervine, who was widely photo¬ 
graphed and quoted at Garnerville, is 
unapologetic about those actions, 
claiming that the PSNI had let down the 
residents of Garnerville, which had 
become a drunken partying free-for-all 
for LVF drug dealers and a nightmare for 
the residents. If the UVF is now so keen to 
drive out loyalist criminals, could it not 
take responsibility too for its racist 
members who are intent on "ethnically 
cleansing" migrant workers? 






Never raise the ire of a spokesman for a 
paramilitary group. Quietly but firmly, 
Ervine reiterates his and the UVF 
leadership's position. "It is not tolerated. 
That is our position. As far as Cl 8 and the 
BNP are concerned, they are not 
welcome here any more. They will not be 
tolerated; I cannot, nor can the UVF, 
legislate for the shortcomings of every 
person. Who are the spokesmen for these 
people? I'm trying hard to argue the case 
for working class people, regardless of 
their colour. My position on these matters 
is on record and it has not changed." 

However, the racist attacks continue 
in loyalist heartlands, places where 
antisocial behaviour is supposedly 
frowned upon by loyalist commanders if 
it is not at their personal behest, anyway. 

As the rioting that flared across the 
province came to an end, another home, 
this time of a Latvian family in Portadown, 
was firebombed. The continued and 
ongoing harassment and intimidation of 
minorities is frightening, though for 
Northern Ireland perhaps, it hardly seems 
out of the ordinary or any worse than 
anything else that has happened there 
over the past 40 years. Between July 
and September: 

Mosques across the province were 
attacked after the 7/7 bombings. 

In August, a 16-year-old was sentenced 
to 16 months imprisonment for leading a 
gang attack on three Asian youths. 

In the same month, the home of five 
Polish workers in County Londonderry 
was firebombed. 

In Lisburn two homes occupied by 
members of the Polish community were 
attacked by a gang in broad daylight. 

In September, the Antrim Community 
Forum called for more action against 
"racist thugs" blighting their community. 

During the loyalist riots, homes 
belonging to Polish, Latvian and 
Portuguese workers were targeted with 
firebombs. 

PSNI sources claim all these attacks were 
orchestrated by loyalist paramilitaries. 

Henry McDonald, an expert on loyalist 
paramilitaries, has some sympathy for 
Ervine's protestations. "In Belfast, Ervine is 


telling the truth. The UVF leadership 
in Belfast hate the fascists, they will 
not tolerate Cl 8 or groups like that. 
They detest Nazism and fascism.They see 
themselves as the heirs to the legacy of 
the original UVF, like a truly British army. 
Swastika waving thugs just do not fit in 
with their image of themselves." 

As a result of the feuding and the four 
murders attributed to the UVF before the 
September riots, Peter Hain, the Secretary 
of State for Northern Ireland, declared 
that the UVF had broken its ceasefire. 
This might seem a strange statement for 
Hain to make in the absence of a UVF 
announcement that it was taking up 
arms again. Some felt that Hain's decision 
could indeed encourage the UVF to 
return to full military activity. There is a 
feeling too that the UVF is minded to do 
just that, but this time against the state 
that many felt had fed it for too long. 

The problem that anti-racists face in the 
province is how to best communicate 
with paramilitaries on the issue of ongoing 
racist attacks by people who at least 
identify with their imagery and history. 
One campaigner told Searchlight, "They're 
[the paramilitary leaders] not very liberal. 
It's not that they're unsympathetic to the 
suffering of people with homes burnt out. 
But when the need arises to speak to the 
people in both the major loyalist camps 
who are communicative, all they say is 
they do not condone racist attacks, but 
point to the streets where there are large 
gangs of teenagers, bored, and others 
frustrated by the peace process and their 
perceived inequality of it." 

Certainly, shows of military strength 
and gun attacks on rivals suggest a 
growing militancy and frustration within 
the UVF in particular, but loyalists 
attempting to politicise their community 
have always found the traditional 
Unionist leadership "like a tank set up in 
the goalmouth".The Progressive Unionist 
Party, unpopular among Unionist parties 
for its "Paris Commune" type socialism, 
has had its conditional government 
funding held back for another year, 
together with Sinn Fein. 

One journalist told Searchlight, 


"Republican and Nationalist voters on the 
whole are represented by progressive 
ideologues in both the SDLP and Sinn 
Fein. Unionists have opposed all kinds of 
initiatives, since way back when they 
called upon loyalists to attack the civil 
rights marchers in the sixties. There is an 
unnerving perception among some 
young loyalists that civil rights and 
equality are republican slogans. As a 
result, people within loyalist heartlands 
suffering their own frustrations are now 
looking to the paramilitaries for 
leadership, the withdrawing of funding 
from the PUP has dented a progressive 
and important voice." 

The UDA, co-accused of collusion with 
Cl 8 supporters, also denies any 
involvement in the racist attacks. 
Historically, the larger and less well 
organised group has been more than 
willing to cooperate with fascists, dating 
back to the early 1980s when its 
leadership commissioned a report from a 
senior National Front leader into the 
European far right. 

In the mid-1980s, a radicalised NF 
leadership saw the political gulf in 
loyalism as a way to recruit young soldiers 
into its rank and file. Initially this was 
accepted, even welcomed, by sections of 
the leadership of the UDA and some 
tenets of NF thinking (including sending 
people to Libya to request financial 
and military aid) were copied. John 
McMichael, the UDA leader at the time, 
entertained the NF's idea of an 
independent Ulster, but eventually 
rejected the group. Within two years, the 
UDA was threatening to knee-cap 
workers at the NF's offices in Belfast. 

In July this year, the UDA formally 
announced it was breaking all ties with 
Cl 8. It carried as much of a threat as, 
the UDA hoped, a statement of how the 
group saw the future of the province. 
Certainly the gangsterism and drug 
dealing has continued, but the leaders 
of both loyalist paramilitary groups 
are watching horrified as a large 
Protestant underclass suffers angrily and 
unrepresented. 

Writing in the BelfastTelegraph days after 
the rioting and reports of racist attacks, 
Maurice Hayes lamented, "the loyalists do 
not have a political voice. The rise of the 
DUP, in particular, had the effect of 
extinguishing the PUP, the political voice 
of the UVF, and the UDA had already 
ditched the UDP. Without people like 
Gary McMichael and Davy Adams, and 
with David Ervine much reduced, militant 
loyalism has no political wing, no Sinn 
Fein to go political with, even if they 
wished to." 

Perhaps the racism of sections of Ulster's 
working class goes to show that 
unrepresented, they really and truly can 
fall victim to a very British disease. ^ 








International 


Dutch and Flemish fascists form joint think tank 

From Wim Haelsterman for AFF-Verzet/CAF-Resistances in Brussels 


PHILIP DEWINTER, leader of the 
fascist Vlaams Belang (VB), seems to be 
going out of his way to whip up racist 
sentiment. He appears undeterred by 
the fact that his new party only came 
into existence because its forerunner, 
the Vlaams Blok, notched up a serious 
conviction for racism. 

Most recently, Dewinter claimed, in 
an interview with the Dutch free 
newspaper Metro , that a new “ethnic 
proletariat” is being created in Belgian 
cities. This proletariat, he says, causes a 
considerable nuisance. 

Dewinter, a racist demagogue par 
excellence , added that the Belgian 
multicultural model has failed and 
declared: “With Islam, we not only have 
welcomed the Trojan horse but feed it 
as well”. Dewinter went on to describe 
Belgium as a “Mecca for asylum- 
seekers” and “immigration profiteers”. 

The federal anti-racist institute, the 
CGKR/CECLR, was quick to 
condemn Dewinters comments, des¬ 
cribing them as a violation of Belgian 
anti-racist law. 

In the same interview, Dewinter 
announced the creation of a Flemish- 
Dutch study group in conjunction with 
the Dutch MP Hilbrand Nawijn, a 
former member of the anti-immigrant 
populist party, the List Pirn Fortuyn 
(LPF). He said the purpose of the 
think tank would be to “exchange 
opinions and ideas about criminality, 
immigration, asylum-seekers and 
multiculturalism” as well to examine 
“the defence of common Flemish- 
Dutch interests in an expanding 
European Union”. 

Nawijn was Minister for 
Immigration and Integration in the 
short-lived and ill-fated right-wing 
coalition government that ruled the 
Netherlands for just 87 days in 2002. 
This government, a pact between 
Christian Democrats, Liberal 
Democrats and the populist LPF, was 
the outcome of the elections on 15 
May 2002 in which the LPF, only a 
couple of months old at the time, 
gained 28 seats. 

The VB - and Dewinter in particular 


- has tried on several occasions in the 
past 20 years to establish a “Great 
Dutch” collaboration with all kinds of 
right-wing extremist outfits in the 
Netherlands. So far all these stunts 
have flopped. 

The latest attempt took place on 
20 June in Rotterdam in the Palazzo 
di Pietro building, where the late Pirn 
Fortuyn lived until he was assassinated 
in May 2002. The VB-Nawijn 
enterprise is named after Marnix van St 
Aldegonde who lived from 1540 to 
1598. Van St Aldegonde, who wrote the 
Dutch national anthem, was mayor of 
Antwerp before fleeing to Holland to 
escape religious persecution. 

Marten Fortuyn, Pirn’s younger 
brother, expressed anger and shock at 



the fact that the far right had chosen his 
brothers house, which is preserved as a 
shrine to the murdered populist 
politician, to launch its latest project. 

LPF MPs were also opposed. “Pirn”, 
they said, “did not like the Vlaams Blok 
nor Philip Dewinter at all and rejected 
any sort of collaboration with this 
extreme right party”. 

Meanwhile, the Front National (FN), 
the leading extreme-right party in 
French-speaking Belgium, is in crisis 
after losing its representation in the 
Belgian Senate. 

Michel Delacroix and Francis 
Detraux, elected Senators for the FN 
two years ago, defected to the newly 
formed Force Nationale leaving the FN 
with only one MP at federal level. 
Patrick Cockriamont, a former member 
of the outlawed nazi militia, the Front 
de la Jeunesse, sits in the lower house. 

Founded by FN dissidents last year, 
Force Nationale looks set to become a 
serious threat to Daniel Feret, the FN 
leader, and whatever supporters he 
still has. As well as the Senators, the 
new organisation has recruited the 
FN s most valuable personnel and a 
regional MP 

Force Nationale also seems better 
organised than the FN, which has 
always lacked internal structures, 
organisation, transparency and internal 
democracy since Feret created it in 
1985. Most of its troubles stem from 
Feret s dictatorial manner, according to 
the growing legion of defectors. 

Senator Detraux has been elected 
president of Force Nationale and its 
leadership consists of known far-right 
personalities such as Juan Lemmens, 
Paul Arku and Jacqueline Merveille. 
The party laughably claims to be 
democratic and to reject racism. 

This latest split will probably lead to 
yet another legal battle over the use of 
the abbreviation “FN” and the emblem 
of the party, a tricolour flame identical 
to the logo used by fascist parties in 
southern Europe such as the Italian 
MSI and the French Front National. 
Feret won a similar “FN1 versus FN2” 
case in 1997. ^ 







Italy 

Senate president denounces race mixing 

by Alfio Bernabei 


ITALY IS NOW the country where instead 
of quoting the predictable rantings of 
neofascist groups one can always rely on 
high-ranking government politicians to 
express virtually the same ideas. 

In a recent speech the President of 
the Senate, Marcello Pera, evoked the 
concept of racial purity when he warned 
against the dangers of mixing the blood 
of the white race with that of other races, 
i.e. immigrants. 

And in a separate outburst Guido 
Crosetto, an MP and treasurer of Silvio 
Berlusconi's party Forza Italia, warned 
against "the Jewish Masonry in foreign 
financial institutions that salivate at the 
idea of grabbing Italian banks". 

Pera's warning echoed the racial laws 
passed by Benito Mussolini's regime in 
1938 and was the more shocking 
because of his rank. Elected as President 
of the Senate in 2001, when Berlusconi 
was returned to power after his first short¬ 
lived government of 1994, Pera is now 
the second most important man in 
authority in Italy after the President of 
the Republic. He is also a member of 
Forza Italia. 

Addressing a crowd of more than 4,000 
young followers of Comunione e 
Liberazione, an ultra-conservative 
movement of young Catholics that holds 
a public rally every year in the coastal 
resort of Rimini, Pera said: "In Europe the 
population is diminishing. We open the 
door to immigration out of control. In this 
way we become 'meticci' [people of 
mixed blood]."The word"meticci"sent out 
the alarms because this is the term that 
was used in the racial laws that forbade 
mixed marriages in order to maintain 
racial purity. "Between showing fear for 
the'meticci'and advocating ethnic purity 
there could be only a small step", said one 
commentator. 

Pera's warning against mixed 
relationships was greeted with applause 
and was also praised by a prominent 
representative of the Catholic Church, 
the Bishop Rino Fisichella, chaplain of the 
Italian parliament. "The 'meticciato' does 
not belong to Christianity because it 
means something hybrid", he said. 
"Christianity, on the contrary, provides an 


extremely precise identity to those who 
accept it."Similar views were expressed by 
Lidio Cipriani, the author of the 1938 race 
laws, who wrote: "meticciato is a crime 
against God, against life and humanity as 
a whole". 

As well as referring to the supposed 
dangers of mixing the blood of different 
races, Pera had in mind the threat to 
society represented by the mixing of 
different cultures. "The West is going 
through a moral crisis and the prevailing 
culture [of relativism] puts its existence in 
danger," he said. "In Europe the idea is 
spreading that all cultures have the same 
ethical dignity." 

Some Italian newspapers and anti¬ 
fascist websites expressed their con¬ 
demnation of Pera's words by quoting 
extracts from Mussolini's edict on racial 
purity contained in the booklet La Difesa 
della Razza (In Defence of our Race) 
published in 1938. With blacks in mind, it 
stated, "the mixing of blood and cultures 
with Africans constitutes a threat to 
European civilisation". 

Pera's regurgitation of fascist racist 
language deserves to be taken seriously. 
Firstly, because it can only be explained 
within the context of the rehabilitation of 
fascism that has taken place under 
Berlusconi's governments that gave 
important posts to fascists. Secondly, 
because it gives encouragement to the 
increasing numbers of neofascists who 
have stepped into the political arena 
alongside Alessandra Mussolini, the 
Duce's granddaughter. 

The Pera episode offers a timely 
reminder that although Italy has hidden 
behind German criminal responsibilities 
in the implementation of racist laws, it 
was Mussolini who claimed to have been 
the inventor of the notion of the 
supremacy of the white race. 

In August 1938 Mussolini ordered 
the media under his control to inform the 
world that contrary to the perceived 
opinion that racism came from Germany, 
it was Italian fascism that pioneered the 
idea of white racial supremacy. "It is only 
lack of knowledge that enables the 
foreign press to disseminate the wrong 
ideas about Italian racism", the statement 


declared. "The truth is that Italian racism 
dates from 1919." In his speech to the 
Fascist Congress of 1921 Mussolini 
declared unequivocally: "I mean to 
say that fascism has to take into account 
the question of our race. The fascists 
must do their best to preserve the health 
of our race, the issue with which history 
is made." 

The statement went on to say that the 
only reason why the race issue remained 
"latent" in Italy for so many years was 
because there were other urgent 
problems to attend to. It added: "Now 
we must prevent at all costs the scourge 
of the 'meticciato', that is to say the 
creation of a bastard race, neither 
European nor African, that will only 
foment disintegration and revolt. To this 
effect the fascist laws that we are 
implementing are not sufficient. What is 
also needed is a strong feeling, a strong 
sense of pride, a clear, 'omnipresent 
awareness' of the importance of the 
protection of our race." 

In the issue dated 12 August 1938 of 
Italia Nostra, the weekly published by 
Italian fascists in London, a government 
spokesman added, "The protection of our 
race has been implemented through a 
series of social reforms ever since the 
birth of the fascist regime (1919-1921). 
And what else but the protection of our 
race is the magnificent pride in our 
civilisation and in our race that reaches 
every Italian through the words of 
Mussolini? What else but the protection 
of our race is this marvellous spectacle, 
repeated every year, of the thousands 
and thousands of young people, with an 
Italian name and with Italian blood, who 
congregate from every part of the world 
in our summer camps in the mountains 
and by the sea?" 

At the time the fascist regime 
was organising summer camps for 
young Italians to reinforce the sense 
of belonging to "our race". Curiously, 
among the Italian resorts used by the 
fascist regime for such gatherings was 
Rimini, the same town where to much 
applause Pera last month chose to 
resurrect the notion of the purity of the 
race. Another marvellous spectacle. ^ 
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Reviewed by Karl Pfeifer 



NO MATTER HOW the target of 
animosities defines him or herself, if a 
person's Jewish identity - self- 
acknowledged, denied, ignored or totally 
fabricated - is at issue, this two-volume 
encyclopaedia includes them. 

"The Jew MarkTwain", as he was labelled 
by Viennese antisemites in the late 1890s, 
is a case in point. The American author 
was not Jewish, but his response to 
antisemitic smears is necessarily a part of 
the history of antisemitism and features 
in this work. 

Richard S. Levy, the book's editor, writes 
in his introduction that "Anti-Semites 
customarily deal in great generalisations, 
blanked indictments, and all- 
encompassing theories without respect 
for the laws of evidence or rational analysis. 
Indeed, anti-Semitism cannot survive the 
making of fine distinctions concerning 
Jews or what constitutes Jewishness. 
An encyclopedia of anti-Semitism must 
recognize this flawed mentality and give it 
adequate representation." 

Another problem of dealing with 
antisemitism is the hostilities awakened 
by the existence and policies of the state 
of Israel. Much of the hatred aimed at 
Israel is the result of states and peoples 
engaged in conflicts and long-standing 
grievances that are no way unique 
among nations. 

The line between criticism of Israel and 
antisemitism is not always easy to 
establish. That is hardly a reason for 
conflating the two issues yet criticism of 
Israel frequently spills over to encompass 
all Jews, not just Israelis, and often avails 
itself of the materials, histories and 
arguments set out in this encyclopaedia. 

For the first time in its infamous 
century-long career, the antisemitic 
forgery The Protocols of the Learned Elders 
of Zion is far more likely to be printed, 
circulated, quoted and politically 
deployed in the Middle East than in 
Europe or the United States. 


It is not always easy to distinguish 
between antisemitism and anti-Zionism 
For non-Jews - including Arabs - and 
some Jews, criticism of Israel, even harsh 
criticism, can seem less an effort to 
demonise a long persecuted people than 
an attempt to restore political rights and 
economic opportunity to people who 
feel they have legitimate grievances. 

For Israel, however, a state which sees 
itself forced into a struggle for its 
existence, and for the overwhelming 
majority of Jews elsewhere who support 
its right to survive, the notion that anti- 
Zionism is a new form of antisemitism 
seems cogent. 

Despite the highly charged nature of its 
subject matter, Antisemitism: A Historical 
Encyclopedia of Prejudice and Persecution is 
no exercise in apologetics or special 
pleading. Scholarly rigour and an 
unemotional treatment sit side by side on 
its pages. 

Its 612 articles are alphabetically 
arranged and each includes a short list of 
recommended reading. In many 
instances, the cited works not only 
provide more detailed information about 
the topic covered but also include classic 
interpretations and other writings that 
contest traditional views of the subject. 

Readers are given accurate, thoroughly 
researched and honestly presented facts 
about the prejudices of antisemitism and 
most will be enlightened about the utterly 
destructive nature of antisemitism and the 
injury it can do and still does to society. 

This encyclopaedia is groundbreaking, 
its most notable merits being the 
presentation of accurate and up-to-date 
information in an unbiased manner. The 
volumes, their price notwithstanding, 
should be a necessary tool for journalists, 
politicians and all people interested in 
understanding antisemitism. 

The encyclopaedia is also available as 
an ebook. Visit www.abc-clio.com for 
details. ^ 


The BNP unmasked 

This recently filmed DVD reveals the true nature of the BNP - in their own 
words. It shows them behind dosed doors when they think the public are 
not watching. It proves they are still Nazis. 

In this DVD you see Scott McLean, the party's deputy chairman, giving a 
Nazi salute at a BNP "winter camp" where party members sing racist and 
pro-Nazi songs, glorify the Holocaust and call for blacks to be killed. 

For more information and to order a copy please visit 
www.stopthebnp.com, or you can order copies by post from Searchlight 
at £4.00 each including p&p. 


31 | October 2005 | Searchlight 











The impact on students of 
the far right on the internet 

Anna Maxwell and Harriet Vane 


"I couldn't believe what I 
had found. I felt tainted by 
what appeared on the 
screen. What should I do?" 

This appeal came from a university 
student who was researching for her 
dissertation on the Holocaust and had 
inadvertently found a far-right internet 
site. She was very confused and angry 
about what she found. How should we 
as her tutors help her? How could we 
have prepared her for what is out there 
in cyberspace? 

The internet is a playground for the 
far right. Students naturally gravitate 
towards the internet because it is easy to 
access and is less intimidating than 
academic books and articles. They treat 
the internet like an encyclopaedia or 
library, and rely on it as a research tool 
because of its accessibility. However, it is 
clear that the internet, although useful, 
is more like a blank wall covered in 
graffiti - some of which is enlightening 
and some of which is rubbish. Over- 
confidence in the internet is a potential 
problem for all students, but particularly 
for those studying the Holocaust 
and other aspects of the Third Reich. 
As academics we have become 
increasingly worried both by Holocaust 
deniers’ use of the internet and 
students’ reliance on it as a research tool. 
When these two meet it can have 
serious implications. 

Our previous work examined the far 
right’s use of the internet to spread 
Holocaust denial and ways in 
which schoolteachers can challenge it. 
Subsequently we decided to conduct 
research into the impact of Holocaust 
denial sites on university students. 
Students were finding them by accident 
and were often unsure how to 
understand what they had found. 
We wanted to discover how common 
this was, what sort of material students 
were finding and what the process of 
discovery was. We worked with a group 
of student volunteers, some confident 
users of the internet and others who 
were novices, but all of whom were 


studying the Holocaust. All the students 
began by looking at the internet in 
general by using keywords such as 
Holocaust , Hitler , Auschwitz , Jews. 
Some of them became interested in 
particular aspects of the far right’s 
presence on the internet: music, sites 
aimed at young people, women, and 
attitudes to gay people. They agreed to 
look at sites regularly for updates and 
changes, and to record web addresses 
and dates/times accessed. 

We discovered that the far right has 
developed a wide range of internet sites 
and styles to attract young people. 
These range from quasi academic sites 
such as the Institute for Historical 
Review , to informal message boards and 
blog-style sites which invite young 
people to join discussions. Over the past 
five years teaching courses on the 
Holocaust we have noticed an increase 
in student interest in the motivations of 
“ordinary” perpetrators, particularly 
women. These people also fascinate the 
fascists. Students researching individual 
perpetrators put names into Google 
and came across yahoo sites devoted to 
individuals immediately: the camp 
guard Irma Grese, for example. Analysis 
of the language used on these sites can 
offer ready clues to their origin on the 
far right ( Aryan heroine , martyr etc) but 
sometimes it is only when they see the 
links that students become aware of the 
nature of the site they have found. 

Another subject which fascinates 
students is the Lebensborn system of 
homes where “pure” Aryan children 
were bred; this is another topic which 
the far-right loves to write about. 
For someone who is aware of fascist use 
of the internet, the Barnes Review will 
be easily recognisable for what it is; and 
veteran watchers will be amused by the 
conclusion to the article on Lebensborn 
homes: “Actually, when you come right 
down to it, the National Socialists and 
SS were quite prudish. So are most 
authoritarian regimes. Loose sex is for 
democracies.” For students, however, its 
quasi-academic format and language 
are not what they expect from the far 
right and they can be fooled by it. 


The reference to the “Nuremberg 
kangaroo court” should give it away 
but when the site appeals to readers 
to base judgements on facts rather 
than rumours it can sound rational 
and appealing. 

We found that many sites are aimed at 
school students, focussing on particular 
subjects which students will be 
researching. The hosts of these sites 
have done their research into what 
teenagers are looking for: they clearly 
know the topics teachers set for class 
projects and for GCSE course work. 
US sites are clearly designed to appeal to 
American school students whose 
curriculum is even more predictable. For 
example, all students are set projects on 
Martin Luther King, often around his 
memorial day. A search of the internet 
for his name throws up a racist far-right 
site as the third site listed by Google. 
Entitled Martin Luther King Jr: 
A True Historical Examination it 
purports to tell: “The truth about 
Martin Luther King: Includes historical 
trivia, articles and pictures. A valuable 
resource for teachers and students alike.” 
As soon as you open the site its nature is 
clear if you can read the signs: claims 
about “King’s sexual behaviour”, for 
example; and a chapter from David 
Duke’s book The Jews and Civil Rights: 
who led the civil rights movement? 
However, it is also designed to provide 
material for a high school project. 
Unless school students are taught how 
to use the internet with care, and how to 
spot racist lies and manipulation, then 
the far right will continue to attempt to 
manipulate young people. 

Our research reveals that the far right 
appear to be aware of the high level of 
interest, particularly among young 
people, in conspiracy theories and 
themes of disinformation. This is a 
complicated issue for those of us on the 
left because we want young people to 
challenge the media and entrenched 
ideas. However, when this is done 
without a context of understanding the 
vested interests of the capitalist media it 
easily becomes a breeding ground for 
fascism, and for antisemitism in 
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particular. Some sites are specifically 
aimed at university students: 
www.codoh.com is the home of the 
Committee for Open Debate on the 
Holocaust and uses the language of 
conspiracy to “explain” not only the “lie” 
of the Holocaust but also the 
relationship between Jews and 
America, the USA and Israel. This is an 
issue which the far right have always 
engaged with, and current events in the 
Middle East have offered them a new 
audience, hungry for easy explanations. 

The internet is not only a propaganda 
tool but also a fundraising opportunity 
for fascists, and money made by 
commercial Nazi bands is used for 
funding far-right activities. At a time 
when online racism is forced to become 
more and more subtle and implicit, 
music from groups such as the officially 
outlawed German group Landser and 
the white supremacist rock band 
Skrewdriver seem surprisingly open 
about their message, and easy to order 
online (as are other kinds of far-right 
music) when you know where to look. 
But even on Amazon customers can 
buy music that is undeniably far-right. 
The Editorial Review judges comment 
on the CD “Stormtrooper Marches”: 
“A GREAT CD to add to Your Third 
Reich Music Collection!” This CD 
includes tracks such as the Horst 
Wessel Lied, the anthem of the Nazi 
Party of Germany, chosen to glorify 
Horst Wessel as a Nazi martyr and 
banned in Germany under Criminal 
Code §86 and §86a. Ebay - which 
enables international, anonymous 
trade - is also a haven for fascists, and 


another money-making opportunity. 
Besides far-right music being offered 
for sale, such as the Skrewdriver Family 
Counsellor single, there is a flourishing 
market in Nazi memorabilia: SS 
daggers and a large number of coins 
from that time period, and occasionally 
concentration camp clothing. 

It is becoming increasingly clear 
who is using the internet to spread 
their ideas and what it offers them. 
As educators we need to combine an 
analysis of the impact of far-right 
internet sites on young people with a 
discussion of how they can best be 
challenged. This should be one aspect 
of preparing students to use the internet 
with caution. We are already aware of 
the part the internet plays in academic 
plagiarism, as well as the reliance of 
students on sites such as Wikipedia 
which they credit with the same 
academic status as encyclopaedias and 
other resources. 

So how can you spot far-right sites? 
Many have a bold, eye-catching 
format with keywords such as truth, 
historical examination and open debate. 
Others have a quasi-academic format 
with pages of densely typed “facts”. 
These confuse some students who 
assume that this format privileges the 
material, while others are less 
impressed. One student involved in our 
research project ascribed Arthur Butz’s 
inaccessible writing style to the fact that 
he is an electrical engineering faculty 
member! You can discover more about a 
site by going beyond the opening page 
and following links: the true nature of 
the site is often revealed by links to sites 


making sexual accusations, by crass 
antisemitism and sometimes by strange 
things such as “Aryan love poems”. 

We set out to research the way in 
which the far right targets young 
people’s reliance and enjoyment of the 
internet, but during our research we 
became aware of other critical topics 
that need to be researched: the online 
far-right music culture, a lucrative 
source of funds for the fascists; the 
connection between Satanism and 
the Nazi death cult; and the potential 
misuse of message boards and, 
increasingly, of blogs. Tragically, fascists 
know how to appeal to the longing 
many young people have for the 
perceived security of belonging to an 
exclusive group that provides not only 
answers in an increasingly confusing 
world but also a collective identity. 

When the question of respectability 
overwhelmingly depends on the pre¬ 
sentation of a website, an academically 
imposing name and a catchy logo is 
often all you need to convince people 
surfing the net of the reliability of the 
content. We are continuing our 
research, working with a new group of 
students and recording our own 
internet journeys among the far right. 
Judging by the increased dependence 
of students on the internet - many of 
our colleagues report that websites 
often outnumber other references in 
student essays - academics and teachers 
need to address these issues in 
their teaching. Some academics worry 
that by talking about these issues 
we risk encouraging students to look 
at the sites. In our experience many 
people are fascinated by far-right sites, 
amused and appalled in equal measure. 
Our research shows that students come 
across the sites by accident, often 
because of their placing on a Google 
list. We would do better to prepare 
them by discussing the political agenda 
of the far right and analyse the ways in 
which they attempt to appeal to a wide 
range of people. 

However, the internet also provides 
a challenge to the far-right. As useful 
as it is for disseminating information 
and rallying support, it is also hard to 
control. In addition, the internet offers 
an opportunity for the left: anti 
fascists could provide more of the 
political and historical information 
which students and other young 
people are looking for, taking positive 
lessons from what our research has 
revealed about student attitudes to the 
internet. We just need to ensure that 
our sites get as high on Google lists as 
the far right manage! ^ 
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The Netherlands 

Stormfront under state microscope 

By Jeroen Bosch for Alert! and Antifa-Net in Utrecht with special thanks to the 
anti-fascist research group Kafka 


THE DUTCH JUSTICE Department is 
investigating postings to a Flemish-Dutch 
forum on the American nazi Stormfront 
website, the Justice Minister Piet Hein 
Donner has confirmed in response to 
parliamentary questions. 

MPs urged Donner to prosecute Dutch 
citizens who post antisemitic texts on the 
forum and to block access to the site. 
They also called for him to ask the US 
authorities to act against the Florida- 
based host site. However he refused to 
give precise answers to the MPs while a 
four-month investigation of the identity 
of the perpetrators was incomplete. 

The British and Dutch parts of 
Stormfront.org are the most popular with 
its tens of thousands of visitors. The Dutch 
pages account for about 18.5% of surfers, 
many of whom have reacted to the state 
investigation with references to "Jews who 
try to silence them". 

Stormfront.org, founded by the former 
Ku Klux Klan leader Don Black in 1995, was 
the world's first nazi website. It started off 
focused almost entirely on the USA and 
carried large amounts of downloadable 
nazi propaganda. German and Spanish 
pages were added and in 1997 an email 
discussion list opened. Participation was 
mainly confined to Americans, but there 
was some Dutch involvement. In 1998, 
Stormfront started a web forum and in 
2000 the Dutch part of the site started. 


This move enabled the fascists to 
conduct practical and ideological 
discussions, make propaganda, recruit 
new members and, last but not least, 
say whatever they wanted as the US 
site host is not subject to the Dutch law. 
They could also wander around the 
forum anonymously, picking and mixing 
extremist ideas. 

These hitherto unheard-of possibilities 
tempted many prominent activists to put 
their propaganda on the forum and 
discuss with like-minded morons. But the 
downside was that anti-fascists could pick 
up a great deal of information and the 
authorities could act against message 
posters, who were not as untouchable as 
they thought. 

The discussion forum, like the website, 
is dominated by national socialists who 
put swastikas, portraits of Hitler and 
SS runes in their "signatures", write 
with seething hatred of Jews and 
almost ritually deny that the Holocaust 
happened. 

Various Dutch people were arrested and 
convicted for posting comments on the 
Stormfront forum. When messages are 
aimed at or concern the Netherlands, 
they become subject to Dutch law, 
independently of the location of the 
computer that hosts the site. Another 
negative side effect for the fascists is that 
postings on Stormfront can seriously 


damage political reputations. The best 
example is Michiel Smit, the leader of 
Nieuw Rechts, who posted as a Leefbaar 
Rotterdam member on Stormfront, a step 
that still haunts him today. 

Stormfront also became famous 
among anti-fascists for the way that 
vendettas between various right-wingers 
were fought out in the glare of publicity. 
Especially eye-catching was the feud 
between the National Alliance executive 
member Virginia Kapic and the Dutch 
People's Union (NVU) leader Constant 
Kusters. After some kind of personal 
relationship failure, both of them posted 
a great deal of personal and internal 
details. 

The former core of Stormfront posters 
has quit the forum, leaving the NVU as the 
only active party. The NA and Nieuw 
Rechts have opened their own forums, 
leaving Stormfront as a ragbag of 
antisemitic conspiracy theorists, young 
boneheads and a few other lost right- 
wing souls. 

A clear sign of the its decline are the 
three current moderators. Whereas the 
moderators used to be carefully selected 
veterans of the right-wing extremist scene, 
now they consist of three young political 
featherweights who have only been active 
for a few years. Many of the grossly illegal 
messages on the forum are posted by the 
moderators themselves. ^ 


Spain 

Police hit 
armed nazis 


POLICE ARRESTED DOZENS of 
nazis in several locations in 
Valencia province in eastern 
Spain last month. They are 
suspected of belonging to an 
illegal gang that has been 
organising violent attacks on 
immigrants. 

Twenty people arrested across 
Spain earlier this year on 
suspicion of belonging to the 
international nazi outfit 
Blood and Honour are still 
awaiting trial on various charges, 
including violations of the civil 
liberties of others, defending the 
Holocaust, illegal association and 


possessing and trafficking arms. 

The September raids 
concentrated on private homes 
and other premises throughout 
the province, including in the 
city of Valencia. The group, 
calling itself the Anti-System 
Front, is believed to have been 
stockpiling weapons illegally. 
The Spanish police gave no 
further details of the raids, 
codenamed Panzer, but have 
confirmed that the Anti-System 
Front, which has international 
links including with the UK, 
has been under investigation for 
two years. ^ 
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Editorial 

The brave Spanish and Basque peoples 
have heroically endured the yoke of 
Franco fascism, its murder, its repres¬ 
sion, and as a recent investigation 
revealed, 250 current cases of torture. 

Franco has clung on because the 
Allies at the end of World War Two did 
not see fit to bring down this friend 
and ally of Hitler and Mussolini. 

Since the war he has been bolstered 
by huge amounts of money from 
America for the use of military bases 
and by the thousands of tourists who 
have enjoyed cheap holidays as a result 
of low wages and the bad working 
conditions of the Spanish workers. 

But like the Greek colonels and the 
Portuguese fascist regime every dog 
has a day of reckoning to face. Day by 
day Franco's lackeys are deserting 
him, and day by day the forces of 
democracy are growing stronger. 

The best way we can show our 
solidarity with these five heroes of the 
Spanish and Basque resistance is to 
redouble our efforts in opposing our 
home-spun racists and fascists. 


Stabbing in Barking as NF and BM 
try to set up "whites only zone" 

Barking in east London was on 
10 August 1985 the scene of fascist 
activities more akin to life in South 
Africa or the United States deep south 
of a few years ago. After a National 
Front and British Movement social 
event a large gang of skinheads and 
others spilled out into the main street. 
Setting up a picket line at each end of 
the High Road near Barking station, 
they declared the area a "whites 
only zone". 

Shortly afterwards two black men 
were attacked, kicked, punched, racially 
abused and hit with a broken bottle. 
When one of the men, Mr Horsford, 
tried to defend himself, he was told 
"niggers cannot walk here, mate" and 
stabbed in the kidneys. 

The arrival of a 40-strong police unit 
saved further potential victims as the 
skinheads concentrated their attention 
on attacking the police. 

A leading British Movement activist, 
John Childs, is in prison charged with 
the stabbing of Mr Horsford. 


Danish nazis bungle Hess march 

The annual nazi march to com¬ 
memorate the death of Hitler's deputy, 
Rudolf Hess, ended up a complete farce 
this year. Only about 150 fascists from 
Germany, Britain, Norway and Sweden 
made it to Roskilde, Denmark, to 
demonstrate alongside the Danmarks 
Nationalsocialistiske Bevaegelse (DNSB). 

A protest campaign against the 
march, on 19 August, was launched 
after Searchlight uncovered the nazis' 
secret plans early in August and passed 
the information to anti-fascists and the 
press in Germany and Scandinavia. 
Anti-fascists did a very effective job 
mobilising more than 1,000 people for 
a counter-demonstration, which 
determinedly showed the fascists that 
they would have no platform in 
Roskilde or anywhere else in Denmark. 

During the anti-fascist march, the nazis 
gathered in a car park near Roskilde's 
Viking museum. Many were visibly 
demoralised by the failure of much larger 
numbers of nazis to materialise. Federal 
border guards prevented at least 80 
Germans from leaving Germany. 
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1945 was a victory won by the extraordinary heroism of ordinary 
people, a defeat for a politics that begins with hate your neighbour 
and ends in gas chambers. Today the fascists' blackshirts 
have been swapped for suits, but the danger hasn't changed. 
Our shirt reminds them we haven't forgotten. 
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